
CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

Discussion notes (no quorum was present) 
Monday, October 8, 2018 

Louis B. Mayer Building Suite #308, 5500 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, CA 90028 
DRAFT discussion notes [to be replaced by “Approved _[Month]_ _[date]_, 

201_[year]_”] 
[This event was a “discussion,” not a “meeting,” because no quorum was present.] 

HSDNC (and all other) Meeting Minutes are a summary; Minutes were not, are not and are 
never meant to be an exact, verbatim, word-for-word transcript or comprehensive record of what 
was said at a Meeting.  Exceptions: Motions/Resolutions (as stated at the Meeting, which take 
precedence over versions written on the Agenda, if different); quotes (words that have quotation 
marks (“”) at the beginning and ending of a word or words); and other wording from the Agenda 
such as the first paragraph(s) of some Items.  Items are listed in and match the same order as 
on the Agenda. 

I.   OPENING CEREMONIES 
A. Call Meeting to Order (Damien Burke - Chair) 

Chair Burke began the discussion at 6:57 p.m. 

B. Board Roll Call 
■ Seven of the 17 Board Members were present at the beginning of the 

Discussion: Damien Burke (Chair), Anthony Conley (Vice-Chair), Keith Cornella, 
Paul Dougherty, Doug Haines, Richard King and Jason Vogel.  Ellie Albertson 
and Carlos Marroquin arrived later. 

■ Excused: Alex Alferov, Myra Chete, Dassler Jimenez, Jessica Kwon, Anita 
McMillan, Bill Murphy, Jessica Salans (Treasurer) and Kent Winfrey. 

■ Unexcused: None. 

The HSDNC quorum (the minimum number of Board Members needing to be 
present to take binding votes on Agendized Items) is 11 (see HSDNC Bylaws art. 
V, sec. 3), so at this time the Board could only take public comments and could 
not have any official discussions, and could not make any Motions or take any 
votes.  Seventeen Board Seats were filled (by election or appointment).  Three 
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Board Seats were vacant [At Large; to apply, see https://www.hsdnc.org/join-the-
hsdnc.]  Also attending: 16 Stakeholders and Guests. 

C. Welcome Remarks (Damien Burke - Chair) 
■ Mr. Burke welcomed everyone, described the HSDNC’s role, and encouraged 

participating and being on the Board. 

II.  COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT REPORTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
LA City Council District 13, Mitch O’Farrell 
■ No representative was present and there was no report at this time. 

A. LAPD 
■ No representative was present and there was no report at this time. 

B. Other Government Departments/Agencies 
■ Assembly member Richard Bloom: Sr. Field Rep. Tim Pershing [310-450-0041; 

Tim.Pershing@asm.ca.gov; https://a50.asmdc.org] encouraged confirming your 
voter registration on the County Registrar website, then voting.  If you received 
a vote-by-mail form and want to vote in person, bring the vote-by-mail form to 
your polling place and vote there.  More information is at https://
www.LAVote.net.  If you registered to vote through the DMV, also verify that on 
the County Registrar website.  Paid polling place work is available. 

III. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Lisa Desmond, of Verizon Wireless, showed and copies were distributed of photos of 
the cell tower approved April 14, 2017 for 6060 Hollywood Blvd.  They moved 
equipment to accommodate a new tenant; “she said “we are going through a whole 
new CUP process.” 

Board Member Carlos Marroquin arrived at this time (7:09), making eight Board 
Members present, three short of the HSDNC quorum of eleven. 

Gilbert Mora announced a prescription drug take back Saturday, October 27th, 10:00 
a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at the LAPD Hollywood Division between the parking lot and the 
community building.  Grace Cotangco, National Health Foundation. spoke in favor of 
Measure A regarding parks. 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 
“Agendas for all Meetings shall include an item referring to the addition of agenda 
items for upcoming Meetings.  Stakeholders shall have the opportunity to request 
items be placed on upcoming agendas at this time.” (HSDNC Bylaws art. VIII, sec. 2, 
par A). 
There was no new business at this time. 

V. ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
A. Approve the September 10, 2018 meeting minutes. 

No vote could be taken to approve the Minutes because a voting quorum of Board 
Members was not present at this time. 
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B. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for September 2018.  Monthly 
Expenditure Reports are available from the Neighborhood Council Funding 
Dashboard at https://cityclerk.lacity.org/NCFundPortal/Dashboard.html. 
No vote could be taken to approve the MER because a voting quorum of Board 
Members was not present at this time. 

VI. REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 
Mr. Burke reported that according to the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment 
Ms. Salans, Mr, Marroquin, and Ms. Chete needs to complete funding training; Mr. 
Alferov, Mr. Vogel, Mr. Dougherty, Ms. Albertson, Ms. Salans, Ms. Chete, and Mr. 
Marroquin need to complete ethics training.  Ms. Salans, Ms. Chete and Mr. 
Marroquin need to sign the Code of Conduct. 

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS.  Reports from standing and ad hoc committees. 
A. Outreach - Anthony Conley 

Mr. Conley reported that the Lemon Grove Park Holiday Party will be Saturday, 
December 8th. 

B. Bylaws, Selection, & Election - Richard King 
Mr. King reported that the HSDNC election will be March 31st; the location is to be 
determined and voters must be registered.  Volunteers are needed. 

C. Budget & Finance - Jessica Salans 
Mr. Burke indicated for Ms. Salans that there was no report at this time. 

D. Planning & Land Use Management (PLUM) - Doug Haines 
Mr. Haines reported that the City Planning Commission soon will be voting on 
ReCode LA, the Accessory Dwelling Units issue is being considered by the City 
Council, and the PLUM Committee soon will meet. 

E. Homelessness and Housing - Richard King 
Mr. Conley reported that there will be a November 9th Community Appreciation 
Day at First Southern Baptist Church at Harold Way and Wilton Place. 

F. Other standing and ad hoc committee reports 
Mr. Burke indicated that there were no other reports at this time. 

VIII. LIAISONS, ALLIANCES, AND COALITIONS.  Reports from liaisons and alliances 
and coalitions HSDNC is a member of. 
A. LANCC - Jessica Salans 

Ms. Salans was not present and there was no report. 

B. DWP Advocacy and/or Oversight Committees - Paul Dougherty 
Mr. Dougherty indicated that there was no report at this time. 

C. Purposeful Aging Liaison - Anthony Conley 
Mr. Conley indicated that there was no report at this time. 
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D. Homelessness Liaison - Carlos Marroquin 
Mr. Marroquin indicated that there was no report at this time. 

E. Resilience Liaison - Bill Murphy 
Mr. Murphy was not present and there was no report. 

F. Other liaison, alliance, and coalition reports 
Mr. Burke said the recent Neighborhood Councils Congress “was awesome.” 

IX. APPOINT BOARD SECRETARY 
“[T]he Board by simple majority will vote to elect from among its members the 
Officers consisting of Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Treasurer and 
Secretary.” (HSDNC Bylaws art VI, sec. 3). 
There was no volunteer at this time. 

X.  LA COUNTY PARK IMPROVEMENT AND OPEN SPACE PROJECTS 
Presentation on LA County funding for park improvements and open space projects.  
Grace Cotangco, National Health Foundation. 
Ms. Cotangco reported that the County considers Hollywood “a high-need area” for 
open space to promote “equitable distribution.” 

XI. ARTIST PROPOSALS FOR UTILITY BOX PROGRAM 
Copies were distributed of potential designs.  Mr. Cornella reported that three artists 
submitted their proposals regarding Lemon Grove and Western; by the Palladium; 
and near the Sears development. 

XII. FUNDING UP TO $300 FOR MATERIALS FOR UTILITY BOX PROGRAM 
Materials need for surface preparation include paint stripper, brushes, sandpaper, 
sanding material, and primer. 
No vote could be taken because a voting quorum of Board Members was not present 
at this time. 

XIII. NEIGHBORHOOD PURPOSE GRANT STANDING RULES 
On November 13, 2017 the HSDNC adopted the current policy that all Neighborhood 
Purpose Grants will be decided in April. 
No vote could be taken because a voting quorum of Board Members was not present 
at this time. 

XIV. FUNDING UP TO $1,000 FOR A MILLION DROPS NEIGHBORHOOD PURPOSE 
GRANT 
A Million Drops would is requesting a Neighborhood Purpose Grant of $1,000 to 
provide free laundry vouchers to homeless individuals in the Hollywood Area. 

Copies were distributed of an NPG application.  A Million Drops and also Hollywood 
United NC Board Member Sheila Irani (323-793-7868; Sheila@AMillionDrops.com) 
explained the program.  No vote could be taken because a voting quorum of Board 
Members was not present at this time. 
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Board Member Ellie Albertson arrived at this time (7:28), making nine Board Members 
present, two short of the HSDNC quorum of eleven. 

XV. PROPOSED HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AT 5717 CARLTON WAY 
Mansour Rabbanian of Hollywood Views LLC proposes to replace a single-story 
duplex and attached garage with a 39-unit apartment building with four units for 
extremely low-income tenants at 5717 Carlton Way.  The new building would be 78-
feet tall, with five residential levels over a two-level, above-grade parking podium 
with 34 parking spaces.  City Planning Case Numbers: DIR-2017-2680-SPP-1A, 
DIR-2017-2680-SPP, ENV-2017-2681-CE 
http://planning.lacity.org/pdiscaseinfo/CaseId/MjIzNjEx0 
http://planning.lacity.org/pdiscaseinfo/CaseId/MjE0ODY50 
http://planning.lacity.org/pdiscaseinfo/CaseId/MjE0ODcw0 
Copies were distributed of project information with photos, an elevation and building 
section. 
Mr. Haines reported that the City approved the project, which then was appealed.  
The Committee will consider it.  Neighbor Bradley McDonald was concerned about 
traffic.  Neighbor Susanne Phillips was concerned about the small driveway, alley 
and street parking, and density.  Neighbor Ely Malkin believed the project to be out-
of-character for the neighborhood, with “no setback”; he said it is “much higher than 
anything else on the block” and there is an elementary school “pedestrian safety 
issue.”  He said the project was “exempted from CEQA . . . inconsistent with the 
Hollywood Redevelopment Plan . . . anathema to the cul-de-sac in which it’s 
situated.”  Neighbor Yelana Tumasyan said “it’s a traffic nightmare after five p.m.” 
and that “friends can’t park in the neighborhood . . . this building needs to have less 
tenants or more parking.”  Mr. Haines noted the Appeal will be heard by the City 
Council on October 23rd at 4:30 p.m. at City Hall.  Developer representative Matthew 
Hayden (310-614-2964) offered to present at another HSDNC Meeting.  No vote 
could be taken because a voting quorum of Board Members was not present at this 
time. 

XVI. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mr. Burke noted that this meeting space was donated by the building owner. 

XVII. ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Burke ended the discussion at 7:41 p.m. 

Discussion Notes written by DL, possibly edited by HSDNC.  The first paragraph of 
some Items, Motions/Resolutions and other wording may have been directly copied 
from the Agenda.  The HSDNC Minutes page is http://www.hsdnc.org/agendas.
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