
Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday, July 8, 2019 

Louis B. Mayer Building Suite #308, 5500 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, CA 90028 
DRAFT Minutes [to be replaced by “Approved _[Month]_ _[date]_, 201_[year]_”] 

HSDNC (and all other) Meeting Minutes are a summary; Minutes were not, are not and are 
never meant to be an exact, verbatim, word-for-word transcript or comprehensive record of what 
was said at a Meeting.  Exceptions: Motions/Resolutions (as stated at the Meeting, which take 
precedence over versions written on the Agenda, if different); quotes (words that have quotation 
marks (“”) at the beginning and ending of a word or words); and other wording from the Agenda 
such as the first paragraph(s) of some Items.  Items are listed in and match the same order as 
on the Agenda. 

I.   OPENING CEREMONIES 
A. Call Meeting to Order 

Lorenzo Briceno, Assistant Director of Policy and Government Relations, L.A. 
Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) (213-978-1551; 
Lorenzo.Briceno@LACity.org; www.EmpowerLA.org), called the Meeting to order 
at 6:33 p.m. and explained that the HSDNC was in “exhaustive efforts”; the 
temporary quorum (the minimum number of Board Members needing to be 
present to take binding votes on Agendized Items) would be seven. 

B. Board Roll Call 
Roll Call was taken by Mr. Briceno.  Seven of the 12 Board Members were 

present at the beginning of the Meeting: Alex Alferov, Jonathan Bayley, Anthony 
Conley, Keith Cornella, Doug Haines, Nelly Platero, and John Sierra.  Dasler 
Jimenez and Kate Pynoos arrived later. 

Excused absences: Anita McMillan, Bill Murphy. 
Unexcused absences: none. 

Ellie Albertson, Myra Chete, Paul Dougherty, Richard King, Carlos Marroquin, 
Jessica Salans and Jason Vogel no longer were Board Members.  Twelve of the 
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20 Board Seats were filled (by election or appointment).  Nine Board Seats were 
vacant [later, seven Seats were filled; see below Item #II.; to apply, see https://
www.hsdnc.org/join-the-hsdnc].  Also attending: 11 Stakeholders and Guests. 

II.  Fill Board Vacancies 
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Mr. Jimenez arrived after Item #IV. c.]  Mr. 
Briceno noted that there were four applicants for the nine vacancies of Districts 4, 6 
and 7; Business (four); and Property Owner (two). 

Board Member Kate Pynoos arrived at this time (6:40), making nine Board Members 
present (the HSDNC exhaustive efforts quorum was seven). 

Candidate Craig Cox introduced himself and described his background, experience 
and goals.  Mr. Cox was APPOINTED to the Board by a unanimous hand vote of the 
six eligible voters present with all six in favor; zero opposed; zero abstained.  Ms. 
Platero, Ms. Pynoos and Mr. Sierra were ruled ineligible to vote due to not having 
current Ethics Training and/or Funding Training. 

New Board Member Craig Cox was Seated at this time, making 10 Board Members 
present (the HSDNC exhaustive efforts quorum was seven). 

Candidate Rosalinda Sierra introduced herself and described her background, 
experience and goals.  Ms. Sierra was APPOINTED to the Board by a unanimous 
hand vote of the six eligible voters present with all six in favor; zero opposed; zero 
abstained.  Mr. Cox, Ms. Platero, Ms. Pynoos and Mr. Sierra were ruled ineligible to 
vote due to not having current Ethics Training and/or Funding Training. 

New Board Member Rosalinda Sierra was Seated at this time, making 11 Board 
Members present (the HSDNC exhaustive efforts quorum was seven). 

Candidate Damien Burke introduced himself and described his background, 
experience and goals.  Mr. Burke was not appointed to the Board by a hand vote of 
the six eligible voters present with three in favor; three opposed; zero abstained.  Mr. 
Cox, Ms. Platero, Ms. Pynoos, Mr. Sierra and Ms. Sierra were ruled ineligible to vote 
due to not having current Ethics Training and/or Funding Training. 

Candidate Tabitha Yelos introduced herself and described her background, 
experience and goals.  Ms. Yelos was APPOINTED to the Board by a unanimous 
hand vote of the six eligible voters present with all six in favor; zero opposed; zero 
abstained.  Mr. Cox, Ms. Platero, Ms. Pynoos, Mr. Sierra and Ms. Sierra were ruled 
ineligible to vote due to not having current Ethics Training and/or Funding Training. 

New Board Member Tabitha Yelos was Seated at this time, making 12 Board Members 
present (the HSDNC exhaustive efforts quorum was seven). 
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Candidate Theodore Wachtel introduced himself and described his background, 
experience and goals.  Mr. Wachtel was APPOINTED to the Board by a unanimous 
hand vote of the six eligible voters present with all six in favor; zero opposed; zero 
abstained.  Mr. Cox, Ms. Platero, Ms. Pynoos, Mr. Sierra, Ms. Sierra and Ms. Yelos 
were ruled ineligible to vote due to not having current Ethics Training and/or Funding 
Training. 

New Board Member Theodore Wachtel was Seated at this time, making 13 Board 
Members present (the HSDNC exhaustive efforts quorum was seven). 

Candidate Benjamin Rosen introduced himself and described his background, 
experience and goals.  Mr. Rosen was APPOINTED to the Board by a unanimous 
hand vote of the six eligible voters present with all six in favor; zero opposed; zero 
abstained.  Mr. Cox, Ms. Platero, Ms. Pynoos, Mr. Sierra, Ms. Sierra, Mr. Wachtel 
and Ms. Yelos were ruled ineligible to vote due to not having current Ethics Training 
and/or Funding Training. 

New Board Member Benjamin Rosen was Seated at this time, making 14 Board 
Members present (the HSDNC exhaustive efforts quorum was seven). 

Mr. Briceno received information and ruled that all Board Members were eligible to 
vote. 

Damien Burke was APPOINTED to the Board by a hand vote of the eligible voters 
present with nine in favor; four opposed; zero abstained. 

New Board Member Damien Burke was Seated at this time, making 15 Board Members 
present (the HSDNC exhaustive efforts quorum was seven). 

Candidate Michael Tessler introduced himself and described his background, 
experience and goals.  Mr. Tessler was APPOINTED to the Board by a unanimous 
hand vote of the 15 eligible voters present with all 15 in favor; zero opposed; zero 
abstained. 

New Board Member Michael Tessler was Seated at this time, making 16 Board 
Members present (the HSDNC exhaustive efforts quorum was seven). 

III. APPOINT BOARD OFFICERS 
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #IX.]  Mr. Briceno noted the offices.  Mr. 
Burke reminded that the Bylaws are at https://www.hsdnc.org.  Mr. Briceno read 
aloud Executive Committee Officer descriptions from Bylaws page 11, Article 6, 
Section 1. 

A. Chairperson 
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Mr. Cornella nominated Kate Pynoos for Chair, seconded by Mr. Burke.  Kate 
Pynoos was ELECTED Chair by a unanimous hand vote of the 15 eligible voters 
present with all 15 in favor; zero opposed; zero abstained. 

B. Vice Chairperson 
Mr. Conley nominated Keith Cornella for Vice-Chair, seconded by Mr. Haines.  Mr. 
Burke nominated Anthony Conley for Vice-Chair; Mr. Conley declined.  Keith 
Cornella was ELECTED Vice-Chair by a unanimous hand vote of the 15 eligible 
voters present with all 15 in favor; zero opposed; zero abstained. 

C. Treasurer 
Mr. Cornella nominated Anthony Conley for Treasurer, seconded by Ms. Pynoos.  
Anthony Conley was ELECTED Treasurer by a unanimous hand vote of the 15 
eligible voters present with all 15 in favor; zero opposed; zero abstained. 

D. Secretary 
Mr. Haynes nominated Tabitha Yelos for Secretary, seconded by Ms. Pynoos.  Mr. 
Burke nominated himself for Secretary, seconded by Ms. Pynoos.  Mr. Burke 
clarified that Officers must be elected by a majority of votes, not just the highest 
vote total.  Mr. Burke received 10 hand votes of the 15 eligible voters present; Ms. 
Yelos received five hand votes.  Damien Burke was ELECTED Secretary. 

IV. COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT REPORTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS.  Representatives 
from government offices and community-based organizations 
a. LA City Council District 13, Mitch O'Farrell 

Sean Starkey, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 13 Councilman Mitch O’Farrell 
(213-207-3015; Sean.Starkey@LACity.org; www.CD13.com), reported that the 
City Council approved Preferential Parking District (PPD) eligibility for north of 
Santa Monica Blvd. between the 101 Freeway and El Centro Ave.; individual 
blocks are eligible to apply by petition for a PPD.  CicLAvia [213-355-8500; 
Info@CicLAVia.org; @CicLAVia] again will be on Hollywood Blvd. on Sunday, 
August 18th, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. [no motorized vehicles will be allowed there at 
that time].  He encouraged emailing concerns to him about the L.A. Cultural 
Parade that is unofficially held on the Saturday before the July 4th Independence 
Day on Hollywood Blvd. between Western and Highland, during which, without 
City permission, Hollywood Blvd. is blocked for nine to 10 hours.  Mr. Cornella 
thanked Mr. Starkey for help authorizing traffic control box art at Sunset and El 
Centro. 

b. LAPD 
Annabelle Eubank, a LAPD Hollywood Division Senior Lead Officer (cell/text 
213-793-0711; 37352@LAPD.LACity.org; http://www.lapdonline.org/
hollywood_community_police_station), reported that “overall we’re down [in crime] 
. . . property crime is still an issue . . . don’t leave your property out.” 
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Board Member Dasler Jimenez arrived at this time (6:38), making eight Board Members 
present (the HSDNC exhaustive efforts quorum was seven). 

Officer Eubank announced the August 6th National Night Out in Franklin Village. 

c. Other Government Departments/Agencies 
There were no other reports at this time. 

V. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Mr. Haines noted that HSDNC co-founder Ed Hunt passed away.  

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
Mr. Briceno encouraged emailing Agenda requests to him.  Exhaustive Efforts will 
continue for two months. 

VII. ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
a. Approve the February 11, 2019 meeting minutes 

[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #VII. i.] 

MOTION (by Mr. Cornella, seconded by Mr. Conley): The Hollywood Studio 
District Neighborhood Council approves the Minutes of its February 11, 2019 
General Board Meeting as written. 

MOTION PASSED by a hand vote with seven in favor; zero opposed; nine 
abstained (the HSDNC counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes). 

b. Approve the March 11, 2019 meeting notes 

MOTION (by Mr. Cornella, seconded by Mr. Conley): The Hollywood Studio 
District Neighborhood Council approves the Notes of its March 11, 2019 General 
Discussion as written. 

MOTION PASSED by a hand vote with six in favor; zero opposed; 10 abstained 
(the HSDNC counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes). 

Board Member Craig Cox left at this time (8:01), making 15 Board Members present 
(the HSDNC exhaustive efforts quorum was seven). 

c. Approve the April 8, 2019 meeting notes 
This Item was DEFERRED. 

d. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for December 2018 
Mr. Briceno reported that the HSDNC’s funds are frozen; it needs to approve 
Monthly Expenditure Reports. 
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FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Mr. Alferov): The Hollywood 
Studio District Neighborhood Council approves its December 2018 Monthly 
Expenditure Report. 

FUNDING MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the seven eligible 
voters present with all seven in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Alferov, Bayley, Burke, 
Conley, Cornella, Haines, Jimenez); zero opposed; zero abstained.  Cox, Platero, 
Pynoos, Rosen, Mr. Sierra, Ms. Sierra, Tessler, Wachtel and Yelos were ineligible 
to vote due to not having current Ethics Training and/or Funding Training. 

e. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for January 2019 

FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Mr. Alferov): The Hollywood 
Studio District Neighborhood Council approves its January 2019 Monthly 
Expenditure Report. 

FUNDING MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the seven eligible 
voters present with all seven in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Alferov, Bayley, Burke, 
Conley, Cornella, Haines, Jimenez); zero opposed; zero abstained.  Cox, Platero, 
Pynoos, Rosen, Mr. Sierra, Ms. Sierra, Tessler, Wachtel and Yelos were ineligible 
to vote due to not having current Ethics Training and/or Funding Training. 

f. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for February 2019 

FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Mr. Cornella): The Hollywood 
Studio District Neighborhood Council approves its February 2019 Monthly 
Expenditure Report. 

FUNDING MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the seven eligible 
voters present with all seven in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Alferov, Bayley, Burke, 
Conley, Cornella, Haines, Jimenez); zero opposed; zero abstained.  Cox, Platero, 
Pynoos, Rosen, Mr. Sierra, Ms. Sierra, Tessler, Wachtel and Yelos were ineligible 
to vote due to not having current Ethics Training and/or Funding Training. 

g. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for March 2019 

FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Mr. Cornella): The Hollywood 
Studio District Neighborhood Council approves its March 2019 Monthly 
Expenditure Report. 

FUNDING MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the seven eligible voters 
present with six in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, Cornella, Haines, 
Jimenez); zero opposed; one abstained (the HSDNC counts abstentions as 
neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) (Alferov).  Cox, Platero, Pynoos, Rosen, Mr. 
Sierra, Ms. Sierra, Tessler, Wachtel and Yelos were ineligible to vote due to not 
having current Ethics Training and/or Funding Training. 
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h. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for April 2019 

FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Mr. Cornella): The Hollywood 
Studio District Neighborhood Council approves its April 2019 Monthly Expenditure 
Report. 

FUNDING MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the seven eligible 
voters present with all seven in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Alferov, Bayley, Burke, 
Conley, Cornella, Haines, Jimenez); zero opposed; zero abstained.  Cox, Platero, 
Pynoos, Rosen, Mr. Sierra, Ms. Sierra, Tessler, Wachtel and Yelos were ineligible 
to vote due to not having current Ethics Training and/or Funding Training. 

i. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for May 2019 
It was agreed to DEFER this Item. 

[This paragraph is copied from the Agenda.]  Board meeting minutes are available from 
the HSDNC website at https://www.hsdnc.org/agendas-and-minutes/. 
Monthly Expenditure Reports are available from the Neighborhood Council Funding 
Dashboard at https://cityclerk.lacity.org/NCFundPortal/Dashboard.html 

VIII. APPOINT STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS I MEMBERS 
A. Outreach 
B. Bylaws, Selection, & Election 
C. Budget & Finance 
D. Planning & Land Use Management (PLUM) 
E. Public Safety 
F. Youth 

Mr. Briceno recommended and it was agreed to DEFER this Item #VIII. 

IX. LIAISONS, ALLIANCES, AND COALITIONS.  Reports from liaisons and alliances 
and coalitions HSDNC is a member of. 
A. LANCC 
B. DWP Advocacy and/or Oversight Committees 
C. Purposeful Aging Liaison 
D. Homelessness Liaison 
E. Resilience Liaison 
F. Other liaison, alliance, and coalition reports 

Mr. Briceno recommended and it was agreed to DEFER this Item #IX. 

X. HSDNC FISCAL YEAR 2018-19 BUDGET 
This Item was DEFERRED. 
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XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mr. Burke urged new Board Members to email him at Damien.Burke@hsdnc.org to 
get an HSDNC email address.  He and Mr. Briceno noted that all Neighborhood 
Council emails are subject to the Brown Act, including in private email accounts.  Mr. 
Alferov announced the Fountain Community Garden [https://
www.fountaincommunitygardens.org; 5620 Fountain Ave. between St. Andrews and 
Wilton] 10th anniversary celebration to be Sunday, September 22nd, 3:00-7:00 p.m. 
with a barbeque, music, workshops and more; a Neighborhood Purposes Grant will 
be requested.  Mr. Briceno will email Training information and a Code of Conduct for 
new Board Members to sign.  Ms. Pynoos encouraged outreach ideas.  Mr. Conley 
encouraged sending prayers and support to Anita McMillan. 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Briceno declared the Meeting ADJOURNED at 8:29 p.m. 

Minutes written by DL, possibly edited by HSDNC.  The first paragraph of some Items, 
Motions/Resolutions and other wording may have been directly copied from the Agenda.  
The HSDNC Minutes page is https://www.hsdnc.org/agendas-and-minutes.
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