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CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

OFFICERS:     HOLLYWOOD STUDIO DISTRICT 

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

John F. Sierra, Chair 

Keith Cornella, Vice-Chair 

Anthony Conley, Treasurer 

Damien Burke, Secretary 

 

 

 

5500 Hollywood Blvd., #313 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 

Email: info@hsdnc.org 

Website: www.hsdnc.org 
 

Property Owner 

Alex Alferov 

Kate Pynoos 

Craig Cox 
 

Business Tenant 

Keith Cornella 

Guy Langman 

Michael Tessler 

Theodore Wachtel 

Tabitha Yelos 

 

At-Large 

Jonathan Bayley 

Grace Cotangco 

Doug Haines 

Anita McMillan 

Bill Murphy 

 

Residential 

Damien Burke 

Anthony Conley 

Dasler Jimenez 

Nelly Platero 

Benjamin Rosen 

John F. Sierra 

Rosalinda Sierra 

Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday, December 9, 2019 

Louis B. Mayer Building Suite #308, 5500 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, CA 90028 
Approved February 10, 2020 

 
HSDNC (and all other) Meeting Minutes are a summary; Minutes were not, are not and are 
never meant to be an exact, verbatim, word-for-word transcript or comprehensive record of what 
was said at a Meeting.  Exceptions: Motions/Resolutions (as stated at the Meeting, which take 
precedence over versions written on the Agenda, if different); quotes (words that have quotation 
marks (“”) at the beginning and ending of a word or words); and other wording from the Agenda 
such as the first paragraph(s) of some Items.  Items are listed in and match the same order as 
on the Agenda. 

 
I.   OPENING CEREMONIES 

A. Call Meeting to Order 
Vice-Chair Keith Cornella called the Meeting to order at 6:34 p.m. 
 

B. Seating of the Board 
This already was done. 
 

B. Board Roll Call 
Roll Call was taken by Secretary Burke.  Fourteen of the 20 Board Members were 

present at the beginning of the Meeting: Alex Alferov, Jonathan Bayley, Damien 
Burke (Secretary), Anthony Conley (Treasurer), Keith Cornella (Vice-Chair), 
Grace Cotangco, Craig Cox, Doug Haines, Bill Murphy, Benjamin Rosen, John 
Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra, Michael Tessler and Theodore Wachtel.  Dasler 
Jimenez, Guy Langman and Tabitha Yelos arrived later. 

Excused absences: Anita McMillan and Kate Pynoos. 
Unexcused absences: Nelly Platero. 
 
The HSDNC quorum (the minimum number of Board Members needing to be 
present to take binding votes on Agendized Items) is 11 (see 
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https://lacity.quickbase.com/db/bj3apxsp3?a=q&qid=32&qskip=0&qrppg=1000&dlt
a=su46~), so the Board could take such votes.  All 20 of the 20 Board Seats were 
filled (by election or appointment).  No Board Seats were vacant.  Also attending: 
seven Stakeholders and Guests. 
 

C. Welcome Remarks 
Mr. Cornella welcomed everyone. 
 

II. REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 
Mr. Cornella reported. 
 

III. COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT REPORTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS.  Representatives 
from government offices and community-based organizations 
A. LA City Council District 13, Mitch O’Farrell 

Sean Starkey, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 13 Councilman Mitch O’Farrell 
(213-207-3015; Sean.Starkey@LACity.org; www.CD13.com), was not present at 
this time. 
 

B. LAPD 
No representative was present and there was no report at this time. 
 

C. Other Government Departments/Agencies 
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #VI.]  Fernando Morales, Sr. Field 
Deputy for L.A. County District Three Supervisor Sheila Kuehl (310-231-1170; 
FMorales@bos.LACounty.gov; 
http://www.lacounty.gov/government/supervisors/sheila-kuehl), updated about 
their latest work. 
 

IV. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS.  Comments from the 
public on non-agenda items within the Board’s jurisdiction. 
There were no comments at this time. 
 

Board Members Dasler Jimenez and Guy Langman arrived at this time (6:37), making 
16 Board Members present (the HSDNC quorum is eleven). 
 
V. ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

A. Approve the November 11th, 2019 meeting minutes 
It was agreed to TABLE this Item. 
 

B. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for September 2019 
It was agreed to TABLE this Item. 
 

C. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for October 2019 
Mr. Conley reviewed expenses. 
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FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Mr. Cornella): The Hollywood 
Studio District Neighborhood Council approves its October 2019 Monthly 
Expenditure Report. 
 
FUNDING MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 15 eligible 
voters present with 14 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Alferov, Bayley, Burke, Conley, 
Cornella, Cox, Haines, Jimenez, Langman, Murphy, Rosen, John Sierra, 
Rosalinda Sierra and Theodore Wachtel); zero opposed; one abstained (the 
HSDNC counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) (Tessler).  Ms. 
Cotangco was ineligible to vote due to not having current Ethics Training and/or 
Funding Training. 
 

D. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for November 2019 
Mr. Conley reviewed expenses. 

 
FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Mr. Cornella): The Hollywood 
Studio District Neighborhood Council approves its November 2019 Monthly 
Expenditure Report. 
 
FUNDING MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 15 eligible 
voters present with 14 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Alferov, Bayley, Burke, Conley, 
Cornella, Cox, Haines, Jimenez, Langman, Murphy, Rosen, John Sierra, 
Rosalinda Sierra and Theodore Wachtel); zero opposed; one abstained (the 
HSDNC counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) (Tessler).  Ms. 
Cotangco was ineligible to vote due to not having current Ethics Training and/or 
Funding Training. 

 
[This paragraph is copied from the Agenda.]  Board meeting minutes are available 
from the HSDNC website at https://www.hsdnc.org/agendas-and-minutes/. 
Monthly Expenditure Reports are available from the Neighborhood Council Funding 
Dashboard at 
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/NCFundPortal/Dashboard.html 
 

VI. LA METRO BIKE SHARE PRESENTATION - Brett Thomas and Michael Cortez 
https://bikeshare.metro.net/. 
Brett Thomas and Eric Houston described the “dock-based“ program partnering with 
many cities. 
 

Board Member Tabitha Yelos arrived at this time (6:45), making 17 Board Members 
present (the HSDNC quorum is eleven). 
 

Mr. Thomas said “It’s on the same tap card… Offer reduced fares… Some bikes 
have a GPS tracking dial… It’s meant for 30 minute trips… It’s really a transit tool… 
Ridership… Continues to climb.”  Bikes must be returned to a designated station; 
they cannot be left in other places like scooters.  “We’re currently looking for 
sponsorship opportunities.”  Offered to connect HSDNC with the city regarding 
expanding services.  Electric bikes are available.  They described station location 
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decision making.  Eric stated that “the technical age limit (minimum) is 18.”  Mr. 
Thomas said that the HSDNC can help by supporting the program and identifying 
bike parking locations. 
 

VII. LA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL BUDGET ADVOCATES PRESENTATION - Jack 
Humpreville.  Organization: http://ncbala.com.  Issue: https://tinyurl.com/yx8bhol4. 
See below Item #VIII. 
 

VIII. INCREASE NUMBER OF DAYS TO REVIEW LOS ANGELES FISCAL BUDGET.  
The LA Neighborhood Council Budget Advocates recommends that the HSDNC 
submit a Community Impact Statement in support of the mayor submitting his 
proposed budget by February 1st, 80 days earlier than the current deadline of April 
20. This will facilitate increased transparency and allow the public, Budget 
Advocates, and other concerned parties to have ample time to review, analyze, and 
comment on the budget Council File: 19-0600.  
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber
=19-0600 

 
Mr. Humphreyville reported that the Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council 
(GWNC) and others support this.  The advocates want “80 more days” to review the 
budget, starting on February 1 each year instead of the usual April 20, which would 
give stakeholders and the media more time to review it.  He described the City’s 
budget approval process.  The budget proposals are at www.cao.lacity.org. 
Hayden Ashworth, a GWNC Board Member, supported this. 
 
MOTION (by Mr. Cornella, seconded by Mr. Tessler): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council approves the Community Impact Statement to increase the 
number of days to review the Los Angeles fiscal budget. 
 
MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote; zero opposed; zero abstained. 
 
Mr. Humphreyville noted that, as of last July, the budget was balanced; now there is 
an approximately $200 million deficit and a $200-$400 million deficit is projected for 
each of the next four years.  He believed this is due primarily to new labor contracts.  
He believed there is a lack of transparency.  The Budget Advocates produce an 
annual White Paper of budget recommendations and meet twice each month.  They 
want the City to create “an Office of Transparency” or an “Inspector General.” 
 

IX. APPOINT HSDNC BOARD CHAIRPERSON 
Mr. Cornella nominated Mr. Sierra, who described his background and experience.  
Mr. Conley seconded the nomination.  Mr. Tessler nominated Ms. Yelos, who 
declined. 
 
MOTION (by Mr. Cornella, seconded by Mr. Jimenez): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council elects John Sierra as HSDNC Chair. 
 
MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote; zero opposed; zero abstained. 
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Mr. Sierra requested and Mr. Cornella agreed to continue as the Presiding Officer 
through the end of this meeting. 
 

X. RATIFY APPOINTMENTS TO BYLAWS, SELECTION, & ELECTION COMMITTEE 
 
MOTION (by Mr. Burke, seconded by Ms. Sierra): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council ratifies the appointment of John Sierra to the Bylaws, 
Selection and Election Committee. 
 
DISCUSSION: Mr. Sierra described his bylaws experience. 
 
MOTION to CALL FOR THE QUESTION (by Mr. Burke); zero opposed. 
 
MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote; zero opposed; zero abstained. 
 
MOTION (by Mr. Burke, seconded by Mr. Cornella): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council ratifies the appointment of Kate Pynoos to the Bylaws, 
Selection and Election Committee. 
 
DISCUSSION: Mr. Burke described Ms. Pynoos' experience and interest. 
 
MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote; zero opposed; zero abstained. 
 

XI. FUNDING UP TO $2500 FOR JANUARY 20 VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE AND 
OUTREACH WITHIN HSDNC DISTRICT BOUNDARIES. 
Copies were distributed of an event budget and supplies information.  Mr. Rosen and 
Ms. Yelos explained the outreach goal and benefits of increasing voter turnout and 
census completion, and described the usefulness of the PDI application.  Mr. Burke 
reminded that Neighborhood Council voters need not be registered. 
 
FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Cornella, seconded by Mr. Tessler): The Hollywood 
Studio District Neighborhood Council funds up to $2,500 for January 20 voter 
registration drive and outreach within HSDNC district boundaries. 
 
DISCUSSION: There was discussion of how best to achieve the goals. 
 
FUNDING MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 15 eligible voters present with 
14 in favor (Alferov, Bayley, Burke, Conley, Cornella, Cox, Haines, Jimenez, 
Langman, Murphy, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra and Wachtel); one 
opposed (Cox); one abstained (Tessler).  Ms. Cotangco was ineligible to vote due to 
not having ethics and or funding training. 
 

Board Member Craig Cox left at this time (8:23), making 16 Board Members present 
(the HSDNC quorum is eleven). 
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XII. COMMITTEE REPORTS.  Reports from standing and ad hoc committees. 
A. Outreach 

Ms. Yelos announced the December 21st holiday party.  She described activities 
for children and adults; there will be food, music and a resource fair with 
government representatives.  She cautioned that “we can’t touch the toys… 
bounce house… [Or] raffle” due to city regulations.  She reported that the 
community cleanup “was very successful.”  Mr. Rosen described Stakeholder 
outreach and education.  The Committee created a new Instagram account of 
@TheHSDNC.  The next meeting will be at Second Home. 
 

B. Bylaws, Selection, & Election 
Mr. Burke reported that the next meeting is tentatively scheduled for January 6 at 
6:00 PM. 
 

C. Budget & Finance 
Mr. Conley will request Agendizing ratification of appointments. 
 

D. Planning & Land Use Management (PLUM) 
Mr. Haines updated about projects, including a clarification of the Delancey Pizza 
Conditional Use Beverage permit application. 
 

E. Public safety 
Mr. Cornella requested volunteers; Mr. Bayley, [KC/AC/DB CONFIRM: __Craig?] 
Mr. Cox, Mr. Jimenez and Mr. Wachtel volunteered. 
 

XIII. DISTRICT REPORTS 
A. District 1 - Nelly Platero 

Mr. Burke reported that the long-vacant apartment building on Sunset west of 
Bronson is accepting applicants. 
 

B. District 2 - Anthony Conley 
Mr. Conley reported that the Fernwood building is being demolished.  Also, he 
urged writing a letter regarding the missing crosswalk striping outside of the 
Target under construction.  
 

C. District 3 - John F. Sierra 
Mr. Sierra indicated that there was no report. 
 

D. District 4 - Rosalinda Sierra 
Ms. Sierra indicated that there was no report. 
 

E. District 5 - Dasler Jimenez 
Mr. Jimenez reported that the homeless encampment by Smart and Final is 
growing and crime is increasing. 
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F. District 6 - Benjamin Rosen 
Mr. Rosen reminded about the holiday party at Lemon Grove Park.  Also there 
is a food drive at Mary Jane’s Collective.  
 

G. District 7 - Damien Burke 
Mr. Burke indicated that there was no report. 
 

XIV. LIAISONS, ALLIANCES, AND COALITIONS.  Reports from liaisons and alliances 
and coalitions HSDNC is a member of. 
A. LANCC 

There was no report. 
 

B. DWP Advocacy and/or Oversight Committees 
Mr. Langman will meet with the DWP. 
 

C. Purposeful Aging Liaison 
Mr. Conley indicated that there was no report. 
 

D. Homelessness Liaison 
Ms. Sierra indicated that there was no report. 
 

E. Resilience Liaison 
Mr. Murphy indicated that there was no report. 
 

F. Other liaison, alliance, and coalition reports 
Ms. Yelos reported on the CD12 Neighborhood Councils Alliance meeting. 
 

XV. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There were no announcements at this time. 
 

XVI. NEW BUSINESS 
Mr. Haynes reported about the Hollywood Design Review Committee.  He explained 
that a court required CD13 to open meetings to the public. 
 

[This paragraph is copied from the Agenda.]  “Agendas for all Meetings shall include an 
item referring to the addition of agenda items for upcoming Meetings. 
Stakeholders shall have the opportunity to request items be placed on upcoming 
agendas at this time.” (HSDNC Bylaws VIII. 2. A.) 
 
XVII. Adjournment 

Mr. Cornella declared the meeting ADJOURNED at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 

Minutes written by DL, possibly edited by HSDNC.  The first paragraph of some Items, 
Motions/Resolutions and other wording may have been directly copied from the 
Agenda.  The HSDNC Minutes page is https://www.hsdnc.org/agendas-and-minutes. 


