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CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

OFFICERS:     HOLLYWOOD STUDIO DISTRICT 

     NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

John F. Sierra, Chair 

Keith Cornella, Vice-Chair 

Anthony Conley, Treasurer 

Damien Burke, Secretary 

 

 

 

5500 Hollywood Blvd., #313 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 

Email: info@hsdnc.org 

Website: www.hsdnc.org 
 

Property Owner 

Alex Alferov 

Kate Pynoos 

Craig Cox 
 

Business Tenant 

Keith Cornella 

Milton Cruz 

Guy Langman 

Michael Tessler 

Theodore Wachtel 

 

At-Large 

Jonathan Bayley 

Grace Cotangco 

Doug Haines 

Bill Murphy 

 

Residential 

Damien Burke 

Anthony Conley 

Dasler Jimenez 

Nelly Platero 

Benjamin Rosen 

John F. Sierra 

Rosalinda Sierra 

Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday, March 9, 2020 

Louis B. Mayer Building Suite #308, 5500 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, CA 90028 
Approved June 8, 2020 

 
HSDNC (and all other) Meeting Minutes are a summary; Minutes were not, are not and are 
never meant to be an exact, verbatim, word-for-word transcript or comprehensive record of what 
was said at a Meeting.  Exceptions: Motions/Resolutions (as stated at the Meeting, which take 
precedence over versions written on the Agenda, if different); quotes (words that have quotation 
marks (“”) at the beginning and ending of a word or words); and other wording from the Agenda 
such as the first paragraph(s) of some Items.  Items are listed in and match the same order as 
on the Agenda. 

 
I.   OPENING CEREMONIES 

A. Call Meeting to Order 
Chair John Sierra called the Meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. 
 

B. Board Roll Call 
Roll Call was taken by the Secretary.  Nine of the 19 Board Members were 

present at the beginning of the Meeting: Damien Burke (Secretary), Anthony 
Conley (Treasurer), Grace Cotangco, Milton Cruz, Doug Haines, Dasler 
Jimenez, Benjamin Rosen, John Sierra (Chair) and Rosalinda Sierra.  Bill 
Murphy, Kate Pynoos arrived later. 

Excused absences: Alex Alferov, Jonathan Bayley, Keith Cornella (Vice-Chair), 
Craig Cox, Guy Langman, Nelly Platero, Michael Tessler and Theodore 
Wachtel. 

Unexcused absences: none. 
 
The HSDNC quorum (the minimum number of Board Members needing to be 
present to take binding votes on Agendized Items) is 11 (see 
https://lacity.quickbase.com/db/bj3apxsp3?a=q&qid=32&qskip=0&qrppg=1000&dlt
a=su46~), so at this time the Board could only take public comments and could 
not have any official discussions, and could not make any Motions or take any 
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votes.  Nineteen of the 20 Board Seats were filled (by election or appointment).  
One Board Seat was vacant [Business Tenant; to apply, see 
https://www.hsdnc.org/join-the-hsdnc].  Also attending: 13 Stakeholders and 
Guests. 
 

C. Welcome Remarks 
Mr. Sierra welcomed everyone and explained the HSDNC’s role. 
 

REPORTS 
 
II.  REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 

Mr. Sierra reported that the L.A. County Dept. of Public Health website [[DL 
CONFIRM: __] http://publichealth.LACounty.gov] has “quite a lot of information” 
regarding the Coronavirus.  More information is available through their 2-1-1 phone 
number. 
 

Board Member Bill Murphy arrived at this time (6:42), making 10 Board Members 
present, one short of the HSDNC quorum of eleven. 
 

III. Introduction of the new General Manager of the Department of Neighborhood 
Empowerment Raquel Beltran.  Ms Beltran has initiated a listening tour among the 
99 neighborhood councils and the alliances in order to share her initial goals and 
strategy for the first 100 days. 
 
Ms. Beltran described her background and experience. 
 

Board Member Kate Pynoos arrived at this time (6:44), making a quorum of eleven 
Board Members present.  Now the Board could take binding votes on Agendized Items. 

 
Ms. Beltran said her goals include to “strengthen and improve our services . . . [be] a 
resource.”  She reminded that NCs can file Community Impact Statements and 
encouraged working with City Departments.  The Awards Dinner will be June 30th; 
she encouraged to “submit your successes.” 
 

IV. Presentation by Dan Halden, Councilmember O’Farrell’s office, regarding the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame Master Plan. 
 
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #V.]  Mr. Halden, of L.A. City District 13 
Councilman Mitch O’Farrell’s HEART program (323-957-6396; 
Daniel.Halden@LACity.org; www.CD13.com), noted that the 60-year-old, 1.7-mile 
Walk is a “federally-recognized National Historic District.”  You can submit 
recommendations and take a survey about the Plan at [DL CONFIRM: __] 
HeartOfHollywood.LA.  He showed renderings of the “concept plan” and noted that, 
within one block north of south of the Walk, there are 8,454 public parking spaces 
including 180 along the Walk.  They are working on signage and with the Chamber 
of Commerce on having a Visitors Center.  He said “this is still in the early stages.” 
 

V. COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT REPORTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS.  Representatives 
from government offices and community-based organizations 
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A. LA City Council District 13, Mitch O’Farrell 
Sean Starkey, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 13 Councilman Mitch O’Farrell 
(213-207-3015; Sean.Starkey@LACity.org; www.CD13.com), reported that the 
L.A. Fire Dept. has opened fire hydrants for fresh water for homeless people. 
 

B. LAPD 
Annabelle Eubank, an LAPD Hollywood Division Senior Lead Officer (cell/text 
213-793-0711; 37352@LAPD.LACity.org; 
http://www.lapdonline.org/hollywood_community_police_station), reported that 
“we’re down 16% in crime,” though Grand Theft Auto and property crimes 
increased.  She reminded not to leave property unattended, including in 
restaurants and stores.  Thefts of items valued at less than $5,000 can be 
reported at www.lapd.online or in person.  She encouraged businesses to post 
“No Trespassing” signs on their property and to submit an “unauthorized” persons 
letter to the Police, which gives the Police authority to arrest trespassers 
(campaign canvassers are excluded).  The free letter must annually be submitted.  
The next CPAB [[DL CONFIRM: __] Community Police Advisory Board; 
http://www.lapdonline.org/hollywood_community_police_station/content_basic_vie
w/8984] meeting will be March 18 at Second Home.  Coffee with the Captain will 
be March 19th.  Vending Permits must be obtained by July 1st. 

 
C. Other Government Departments/Agencies 

[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #VII.]  Lorenzo Briceno, Assistant 
Director of Policy and Government Relations, L.A. Dept. of Neighborhood 
Empowerment (DONE) (213-978-1551; Lorenzo.Briceno@LACity.org; 
www.EmpowerLA.org), encouraged Board Members to complete needed Ethics 
and Funding Trainings. 
 

VI. Fountain Community Gardens: Earth Day 50th Anniversary Celebration (Alex 
Alferov) 
This Item was not addressed. 
 

VII. Presentation by Kris Larson, Hollywood BID CEO and President, on “Set the 
Scene” grant funding program 
 
Mr. Larson reported that the BID [Business Improvement District] is focusing on 
safety, security, cleanliness and “stakeholder engagement . . . we’re looking for a 
variety of ideas . . . $1,000 to $20,000 . . . until March 31st . . . there are now three 
BIDs in the Hollywood area.” 
 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. Executive 

[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #XIV.]  Mr. Sierra indicated that the 
Committee did not meet. 
 

B. Outreach 
Mr. Rosen reported that the Committee may organize a Census presentation.  
There will be a March 21st cleanup.  He encouraged sending him community 
activist contact information. 
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C. Bylaws, Selection, & Election 

Mr. Burke reported that the Committee did not meet; he will have 
recommendations at the next Board meeting. 
 

D. Budget & Finance 
Mr. Conley reported that the Committee did not meet.  The HSDNC spent 
$9,817.83 and has $31,817.81 available.  He urged to bring “finance items next 
month”; funding must be spent by June 30th.  Mr. Sierra noted that, if all funding is 
spent, then the HSDNC will have access to the $10,000 of rollover funds. 

 
E. Planning & Land Use Management (PLUM) 

Mr. Haines reported that the Committee met in February and discussed house 
conversions.  The Hollywood Forever Cemetery requested a Variance to have 
stadium and arena uses.  The Committee meets third Thursdays. 

 
F. Public Safety 

There was no report at this time. 
 
G. Youth 

Mr. Sierra encouraged Mr. Cruz to appoint youth members so that the Board can 
ratify their appointments.  Mr. Cruz met with the Outreach Committee regarding 
growing the Youth Committee. 

 
H. Other standing and ad hoc committee reports 

Mr. Murphy described an emergency preparedness meeting also attended by City 
officials.  In an emergency, first responders may not be available to us; the Police 
and Firefighters will be busy; “the City doesn’t have the resources.”  He displayed 
battery-powered radios and other equipment and reminded to “get to know your 
neighbors.”  ShakeAlertLA [https://earthquake.lacity.org/shakealertla] “is a 
fantastic app.” 
 

IX. LIAISONS, ALLIANCES, AND COALITIONS.  Reports from liaisons and alliances 
and coalitions HSDNC is a member of. 
 
There were no reports at this time. 
 

X. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS. 
 
There were no comments at this time. 
 

BOARD ACTIONS 
 
XI. ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

A. Approve the January 13th, 2020 discussion notes. 
No Motion was made or vote taken. 
 

B. Approve the February 10th, 2020 meeting minutes. 
No Motion was made or vote taken. 
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C. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for February 2020. 

No Motion was made or vote taken. 
 

[This paragraph is copied from the Agenda.]  Board meeting minutes are available 
from the HSDNC website at https://www.hsdnc.org/agendas-and-minutes/. 
 
[This paragraph is copied from the Agenda.]  Monthly Expenditure Reports are 
available from the Neighborhood Council Funding Dashboard at 
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/NCFundPortal/Dashboard.html. 
 

XII. Ratify appointments to committees 
 
Former Outreach Committee Chair Tabitha Yelos recommended the below 
appointments. 
 
MOTION (by Mr. Sierra): The Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council 
ratifies the appointments of Don Bush and Grace Cotangco to the Outreach 
Committee. 
 
DISCUSSION: Mr. Burke noted their qualifications and community service. 
 
MOTION PASSED unanimously by a hand vote; zero opposed; zero abstained. 
 

XIII. Community Impact Statement on CF 20-0212, signing bonuses for landlords who 
accept low-income residents with Section 8 vouchers. 
This Item was not addressed. 
 

XIV. Approve up to $500 to purchase voter data from PDI. 
 
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #XV.]  Mr. Rosen explained the Motion 
and the data’s usefulness. 
 
FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Rosen, seconded by Mr. Haines): The Hollywood Studio 
District Neighborhood Council approves up to $500 to purchase voter data from PDI. 
 
DISCUSSION: Mr. Rosen confirmed that “it’s a one-time purchase.”  Ms. Pynoos 
wanted to “make sure we’re utilizing it immediately.”  Mr. Burke indicated that the 
data may be purchased later.  Mr. Rosen will report on what is provided. 
 
FUNDING MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters present with 
10 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Conley, Cruz, Haines, Jimenez, Murphy, 
Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra and Rosalinda Sierra); zero opposed; one abstained 
(the HSDNC counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) (Cotangco). 
 

Board Member Dasler Jimenez left at this time (8:09), making 10 Board Members 
present ,one short of the HSDNC quorum of eleven.  
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XV. Approve up to $6,000 for a Neighborhood Purpose Grant for the Shower of 
Hope. 
 
FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Sierra, seconded by Mr. Burke): The Hollywood Studio 
District Neighborhood Council approves up to $6,000 for a Neighborhood Purpose 
Grant for the Shower of Hope. 
 
DISCUSSION: Mr. Conley said it has been “pretty successful . . . provides showers 
for the homeless.”  Copies were distributed of a completed NPG application.  Mr. 
Murphy described the service, saying “it’s a very worthwhile cause.” 
 
FUNDING MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters present with 
eight in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Conley, Cruz, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John 
Sierra and Rosalinda Sierra); one opposed (“No” or “Nay”) (Haines); two abstained 
(the HSDNC counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) (Cotangco and 
Jimenez). 
 

XVI. Building an HSDNC master “partner directory.” 
This Item was not addressed. 
 

XVII. HSDNC liaison/representative to LA Olympic Committee. 
This Item was not addressed. 
 

XVIII. HSDNC liaison/representative to FilmLA. 
This Item was not addressed. 
 

XIX. An ad hoc committee to bolster our partnerships with local businesses, e.g. 
through a community rewards program. 
This Item was not addressed. 
 

CLOSING 
 
XX. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This Item was not addressed. 
 

XXI. NEW BUSINESS 
This Item was not addressed. 
 

XXII. ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Sierra declared the Meeting ADJOURNED at 8:32 p.m. 
 
 

Minutes written by DL, possibly edited by HSDNC.  The first paragraph of some Items, 
Motions/Resolutions and other wording may have been directly copied from the 
Agenda.  The HSDNC Minutes page is https://www.hsdnc.org/agendas-and-minutes. 


