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CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

OFFICERS:     HOLLYWOOD STUDIO DISTRICT 

     NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

John F. Sierra, Chair 

Keith Cornella, Vice-Chair 

Anthony Conley, Treasurer 

Damien Burke, Secretary 

 

 

 

5500 Hollywood Blvd., #313 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 

Email: info@hsdnc.org 

Website: www.hsdnc.org 
 

Property Owner 

Alex Alferov 

Kate Pynoos 

Craig Cox 
 

Business Tenant 

Keith Cornella 

Milton Cruz 

Guy Langman 

Michael Tessler 

Theodore Wachtel 

 

At-Large 

Jonathan Bayley 

Grace Cotangco 

Doug Haines 

Bill Murphy 

 

Residential 

Damien Burke 

Anthony Conley 

Dasler Jimenez 

Nelly Platero 

Benjamin Rosen 

John F. Sierra 

Rosalinda Sierra 

Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday, May 11, 2020 
Approved June 8, 2020 

 
In conformity with the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20 (March 17, 2020) and due to 
concerns over COVID-19, this duly noticed meeting was held entirely telephonically. 
 
HSDNC (and all other) Meeting Minutes are a summary; Minutes were not, are not and are 
never meant to be an exact, verbatim, word-for-word transcript or comprehensive record of what 
was said at a Meeting.  Exceptions: Motions/Resolutions (as stated at the Meeting, which take 
precedence over versions written on the Agenda, if different); quotes (words that have quotation 
marks (“”) at the beginning and ending of a word or words); and other wording from the Agenda 
such as the first paragraph(s) of some Items.  Items are listed in and match the same order as 
on the Agenda. 

 
I.   OPENING CEREMONIES 

A. Call Meeting to Order 
Chair John Sierra called the Meeting to order at 6:38 p.m. 
 

B. Board Roll Call 
Roll Call was taken by the Secretary.  Eleven of the 19 Board Members were 
present online at the beginning of the Meeting: Damien Burke (Secretary), Grace 
Cotangco, Milton Cruz, Doug Haines, Guy Langman, Bill Murphy, Kate Pynoos, 
Benjamin Rosen, John Sierra (Chair), Rosalinda Sierra and Michael Tessler. 
Excused absences: Alex Alferov, Dasler Jimenez and Theodore Wachtel. 
Unexcused absences: Jonathan Bayley, Craig Cox, Anthony Conley (Treasurer), 
Keith Cornella (Vice-Chair) and Nelly Platero. 
 
The HSDNC quorum (the minimum number of Board Members needing to be 
present to take binding votes on Agendized Items) is 11 (see 
https://lacity.quickbase.com/db/bj3apxsp3?a=q&qid=32&qskip=0&qrppg=1000&dlt
a=su46~), so the Board could take such votes.  Nineteen of the 20 Board Seats 
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were filled (by election or appointment).  One Board Seat was vacant [Business 
Tenant; to apply, see https://www.hsdnc.org/join-the-hsdnc]. 
 

C. Welcome Remarks 
Mr. Sierra welcomed everyone and explained the HSDNC’s role. 
 

REPORTS 
II.  REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 

Mr. Sierra thanked Board Members for working through the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

III.  COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT REPORTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS.  
Representatives from government offices and community-based organizations 
A. LA City Council District 13, Mitch O’Farrell 

[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #IV. D.]  Sean Starkey, Field Deputy 
for L.A. City District 13 Councilman Mitch O’Farrell (213-207-3015; 
Sean.Starkey@LACity.org; www.CD13.com), reported that residential and 
commercial renters are barred from being no-fault or Ellis Act-evicted for 60 days; 
“Tenants can call HCID if they’re served with an eviction notice.”  Ms. Pynoos 
reported that “eviction courts are currently closed.”  HCID can give a grant for rent; 
residential tenants have 60 days to pay it back; commercial tenants have 30 days.  
RSO units will not have any rent increases for 12 months.  At the Hollywood 
Recreation Center, 27 beds were opened under CDC guidelines.  CD13 still is 
doing cleanups. 
 

B. LAPD 
No representative was present and there was no report at this time. 
 

C. Other Government Departments/Agencies 
No other representative was present and there was no report at this time. 
 

IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS.  Reports from standing and ad hoc committees. 
A. Executive 

Mr. Sierra reported that the Committee was not able to meet. 
 

B. Outreach 
Mr. Rosen reported that the Committee was able to get the PDI data and helpful 
resources.  Outreach information was posted on social media.  “A socially 
distanced community clean-up” was done. 
 

C. Bylaws, Selection, & Election 
Mr. Burke reported that the Committee has not recently met; however, 
recommendations will be made at the next Board meeting. 
 

D. Budget & Finance 
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #IV. H.]  Mr. Burke reported that 
approximately $22,000 in funding was available. 
 

The next Agenda Item addressed was Item #III. A. 
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E. Planning & Land Use Management (PLUM) 

Mr. Haines reported that the Committee hasn’t recently met.  He picked up recent 
HSDNC mail.  He’s been working to have the City Council recognize that NCs 
weren’t recently able to meet; soon the City will be teleconferencing land use 
project Hearings.  The 7-Eleven at 5700 Santa Monica Blvd. @ Wilton is “asking 
to sell alcohol again . . . that was strenuously objected to by the LAPD” in the past.  
He’s working with other NCs to post online land use project applications. 
 

F. Public Safety 
No Committee Member was present; there was no report. 
 

G. Youth 
Mr. Cruz reported that the Committee did not meet. 
 

H. Other standing and ad hoc committee reports 
There were no other reports at this time. 
 

V. LIAISONS, ALLIANCES, AND COALITIONS REPORTS.  Reports from liaisons and 
alliances and coalitions HSDNC is a member of. 

 
Resilience Liaison - Bill Murphy 

Mr. Murphy reported that some hospitals have lifted some visitation restrictions; 
“physical distancing guidelines” still are maintained and masks and gloves worn. 
 

Other liaison, alliance, and coalition reports 
Cindy Cleghorn reported that the annual NC Congress was cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 crisis; however, online education volunteers are sought; email 
NCCongressLA@gmail.com.  Congress organizing meetings are the second 
Saturday of each month. 
 

VI. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS. 
Mr. Rosen noted that most people he’s seen were not wearing masks; he urged 
being careful.  Mr. Sierra will Agendize forming an ad hoc COVID-19 Committee. 
 

BOARD ACTIONS 
VII. ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

A. Approve the March 9th, 2020 meeting minutes. 
 
Mr. Sierra noted that the draft Minutes were available but not yet distributed for 
Board consideration; they will be for the next Board Meeting. 
 

B. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for March 2020. 
 
Mr. Sierra noted that the MER was not yet distributed for Board consideration; 
they will be for the next Board Meeting. 
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C. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for April 2020. 
 
Mr. Sierra noted that the MER was not yet distributed for Board consideration; 
they will be for the next Board Meeting. 
 

[This paragraph is copied from the Agenda.]  Board meeting minutes are available from 
the HSDNC website at https://www.hsdnc.org/agendas-and-minutes/. 
 
[This paragraph is copied from the Agenda.]  Monthly Expenditure Reports are available 
from the Neighborhood Council Funding Dashboard at 
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/NCFundPortal/Dashboard.html. 
 
VIII. Small Asphalt Repair initiative: priorities and liaison. 

 
“Small Asphalt” was described as “potholes, pop-outs, cracks and some sidewalk 
repairs.”  Mr. Burke reported that the next repair requests need to be submitted by 
May 15.  Typically, up to 15 requests can be made.  Mr. Sierra noted that alleys can 
be included. 

 
MOTION (by Mr. Burke, seconded by Mr. Rosen): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council appoints Damien Burke as the HSDNC Liaison to the L.A. 
Bureau of Street Services for the purposes of the Small Asphalt Repair program and 
to determine the HSDNC’s priorities for that program. 
 
AMENDMENT to the MOTION (by Ms. Pynoos, seconded by Mr. Tessler): add the 
words “after giving the Board an opportunity to provide input.” 
 
Ms. Pynoos WITHDREW the amendment to the Motion with no objections. 
 
MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters present 
with all 11 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Langman, 
Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra and Tessler); zero opposed; 
zero abstained. 
 

IX. Approve up to $700 for mailing list services. 
 
Mr. Burke explained that the HSDNC has a MailChimp account for outreach. 
 
FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Burke, seconded by Ms. Pynoos): The Hollywood Studio 
District Neighborhood Council approves up to $700 for mailing list services. 
 
FUNDING MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters present with 
nine in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Langman, Pynoos, 
Rosen, John Sierra and Rosalinda Sierra); zero opposed; two abstained (the 
HSDNC counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) (Murphy and 
Tessler). 
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X.  Resolution to support opening streets during COVID-19 crisis.  Proposed 
Resolution Text: [see the below Motion]. 
 
MOTION (by Mr. Rosen, seconded by Mr. Cruz): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council approves the Resolution to support open streets during 
COVID-19 as follows: 
 
Whereas COVID-19 has wreaked havoc on the City of Los Angeles, disrupting lives, 
costing lives, and severely hampering our economy; 
 
Whereas essential workers still need to get to/from their place of work while 
maintaining 6’ between them and another person; 
 
Whereas poor air quality may increase susceptibility to COVID-19 and particulate 
matter may be linked to the spread of COVID-19; 
 
Whereas Angelenos need access to the outdoors to maintain their physical and 
mental health during this difficult time; 
 
Whereas our current bike lane network is inadequate to make people feel like cycling 
is a safe alternative to public transit; 
 
Whereas Los Angeles has seen an increase in speeding since the stay at home 
order was implemented; 
 
Whereas the average width of our sidewalks in the City of Los Angeles is 4.43’, 
making maintaining 6’ impossible and resulting in many people walking, running or 
biking in the street itself; 
 
Whereas having open streets throughout the city eliminates to tendency for people to 
congregate in limited number of available open areas; 
 
Whereas other major cities such as Oakland and New York City, have successfully 
closed street and experienced an improved the quality of life for residents; 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council 
supports enhancing mobility and open space access in Los Angeles during COVID-
19, and specifically supports: 

1. A temporary emergency safe streets network throughout the Hollywood Studio 
District jurisdiction, redistributing street space to widen sidewalks and create 
temporary protected bike lanes using cones or other temporary infrastructure to 
create more space for people walking, running, or biking on segments including 
but not limited to: 
a. Bronson between Hollywood and Santa Monica, 
b. Sunset between El Centro and Bronson, and 
c. Gower between Hollywood and Melrose. 

2. Using cones or other traffic calming measures on neighborhood streets to make 
them safer for people walking, running, or biking in neighborhoods, while 
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maintaining local and emergency vehicle access throughout the Hollywood 
Studio District. 

3. Using cones or other temporary infrastructure to close non-arterial, residential 
streets to non-local traffic including but not limited to: 
a. El Centro between Fountain Ave and Melrose, 
b. Oxford between Santa Monica and Melrose, and 
c. Ridgewood between Santa Monica and Melrose. 

 
The Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council supports this effort and calls on 
Councilmember O'Farrell, the Mayor’s office and LADOT to quickly enact the 
proposals above to ensure the safety and livability of our city during this trying time. 
 
DISCUSSION: Mr. Rosen explained the Motion’s purpose.  Mr. Haines asked if there 
would be a sunset clause and was concerned about how this would affect residential 
parking.  Mr. Burke noted that scooter riders feel safer on sidewalks than on streets. 
 
MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters present with 10 in favor 
(“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Cotangco, Cruz, Langman, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John 
Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra and Tessler); zero opposed; one abstained (the HSDNC 
counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) (Haines) 
 

XI. Community Impact Statement on CF 20-0416, Neighborhood Council Funds 
Rollover. 
 
MOTION (by Mr. Burke): The Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council will 
support CF 20-0416 with a Community Impact Statement. 
 
DISCUSSION: Ms. Pynoos reported that the City Council already approved the File 
with an amendment “to give NCs a little bit of extra time to spend the funds before 
the end of the Fiscal Year.” 
 
Mr. Burke WITHDREW the Motion 
 

XII. Community Impact Statement on CF 20-0405, COVID-19 Infrastructure 
Accelerator.  Proposed CIS Text: [see the below Motion]. 

 
MOTION (by Mr. Rosen, seconded by Ms. Sierra): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council approves the Community Impact Statement in support of 
Council File 20-0405, COVID-19 Infrastructure Accelerator, as follows: 
 
Whereas emissions from cars are the largest contributor to poor air quality and 
climate change in Los Angeles; 
 
Whereas Los Angeles has one of the highest rates of childhood asthma in the 
country and gridlock costs our economy $19 billion per year; 
 
Whereas the average Angeleno spends 168 hours per year stuck in traffic; 
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Whereas the Hollywood Studio District is significantly impacted by vehicle traffic and 
resulting air pollution; 
 
Whereas the Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council represents a largely 
transit-oriented population; 
 
Whereas the Los Angeles City Council adopted a “2035 Mobility Plan” in 2015; 
 
Whereas the City traditionally implements street reconfigurations such as adding 
bike and/or bus lanes while repaving a street; 
 
Whereas COVID-19 has resulted in a dramatic reduction of vehicle traffic in Los 
Angeles; 
 
Whereas the Bureau of Street Services (StreetsLA) is taking advantage of the drop 
in vehicle traffic to accelerate the repaving of major streets in the City through the 
“ADAPT” program; 
 
Whereas the Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) is responsible for 
striping the street, thereby dictating how the space is used; 
 
Whereas LADOT is responsible for community outreach and generating necessary 
political will to reconfigure streets to include bus and/or bike lanes; 
 
Whereas LADOT cannot keep up with the pace at which ADAPT is moving, resulting 
in streets on the Mobility Plan being repaved without the implementation of the 2035 
Mobility Plan; 
 
Whereas the City may be unlikely to restripe streets to insert bus and/or bike lanes 
before the streets must be repaved again (potentially in decades); 
 
Whereas Mayor Eric Garcetti issued Executive Directive on February 10, 2020, 
instructing city departments to “deliver more and better bus transit”, to “activate 
streets” with more active transportation options, and to “prioritize the Right-of-Way” 
fulfilling commitments under L.A.’s Green New Deal; 
 
Whereas bike lanes will provide a post-COVID-19 alternative to people fearful of 
public transit; 
 
Whereas bus lanes could provide a post-COVID-19 alternative to crowded buses; 
 
Whereas current transit riders may opt to use personal motor vehicles post-COVID-
19 for fear of transit, without efficient alternatives available to them; 
 
Whereas a comprehensive bus and bike lane network will dramatically reduce single 
occupancy vehicle use and traffic congestion; 
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Whereas Los Angeles’ streets were already unable to support vehicle traffic volume 
pre-COVID-19; 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council 
requests that the City implement the 2035 Mobility Plan, including any bus or bike 
lanes as specified in the Plan, when repaving streets under the ADAPT program. 
Where the City is unable to do so, the City will delay repaving until such a time that 
the 2035 Mobility Plan can be implemented. 
 
DISCUSSION: Mr. Rosen explained that the City Council took advantage of reduced 
traffic to do more street maintenance.  Mr. Burke reported that the City Council 
already acted on this on April 28th. 
 
AMENDMENT to the MOTION (by Ms. Pynoos, seconded by Mr. Burke): in the 
Resolution’s last paragraph, replace the words “the City implement” with the words 
“the City Council direct LADOT to implement.” 
 
MOTION to AMEND PASSED by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters present 
with 10 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Murphy, Pynoos, 
Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra and Tessler); zero opposed; one abstained 
(the HSDNC counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) (Langman). 
 
AMENDED MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters present 
with nine in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Murphy, Pynoos, 
Rosen, John Sierra and Rosalinda Sierra); zero opposed; two abstained (the 
HSDNC counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) (Langman and 
Tessler). 
 

CLOSING 
XIII. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Ms. Pynoos encouraged Stakeholders to send her pet photos.  Mr. Murphy relayed 
that former Board Member Anita McMillan thanked the Board for recognizing her 
service.  Mr. Rosen wants the Board to write a Community Impact Statement in 
support of City Councilman O’Farrell’s legislation regarding work-at-home. 
 

XIV. NEW BUSINESS 
There was no new business. 
 

XV. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Sierra ADJOURNED the Meeting without any opposition at 8:19 p.m. 
 
 

Minutes written by DL, possibly edited by HSDNC.  The first paragraph of some Items, 
Motions/Resolutions and other wording may have been directly copied from the 
Agenda.  The HSDNC Minutes page is https://www.hsdnc.org/agendas-and-minutes. 


