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HOLLYWOOD	STUDIO	DISTRICT	NEIGHBORHOOD	COUNCIL	(HSDNC) 
Monday	May	14,	2012,	6:30	p.m. 

Santa	Monica	Blvd.	Community	Charter	School,	1022	N.	Van	Ness	Avenue,	Los	Angeles,	90038	
	

DRAFT	-	REGULAR	MEETING	MINUTES 
Items	are	listed	for	reference	only	and	may	be	discussed	out	of	order.		

	
1. Meeting	called	to	order	at	6:34	p.m.,	welcome	remarks	by	Chair		 	

		-		Introduction	of	stakeholders/visitors	
		-		HSDNC	Bylaws	require	each	HSDNC	Board	Member	to	take	training.		Only	two	board	
	 	 members	still	need	to	take	training.		Please	complete	ASAP.	
	 -		HSDNC	Sign	was	recovered;	and	is	available	for	Board	Members	to	borrow	for	events.	
	 -		Special	thanks	to	Leila	for	all	of	the	hard	work	on	newsletters	
	 -		Board	members:		If	you	do	not	have	email	and/or	voicemail,	you	MUST	set	one	up	–	we	
	 	 need	a	way	to	contact	and	update	you.		Please	let	Steven	know	if	you	need	help	setting	
	 	 that	up.	
		-		Office	hours	update:		3	days,	4	hours	a	day;	will	go	up	on	website	by	end	of	week	
		-		Request	for	Board	Members	and	stakeholders	to	create	teams	or	join	HSDNC	team	for	
	 	 Relay	for	Life	Hollywood,	July	28,	9	am	to	July	29,	9	am	
	 	 Who	would	like	to	sign	up?	
	 	 Jenny	to	add	to	website.	
	 -		Upcoming	community	events:		May	19:		community	walk	starting	at	Community	Garden	–		
	 	 join	us!		Sunset	&	Dine:		June	7th	benefitting	HBHS	Art	Dept	@Pickford	Center	

2. Roll	Call		
Present:		Alferov,	Chobanyan,	Corrado,	Forouzan,	French,	Gonzalez,	Meredith,	Moran,	
Ripinsky	(arrived	7:05),	Torres,	Tossounian,	Valenti,	Vincent,	Weatherholtz,	Whiddon,	
Yepremian,	Zide	
Excused:		Ostrow,	Rodriguez,	Schwartz	
New	attendees	in	audience:		Christina	Derenthal	from	Paramount,	Barry	Salzman	(local	
property	owner),	Laura	from	LA	Reality	Church,	Sean	McGowan	from	Manna	Room	Food	
Bank.	

3. Public	Comments	on	Non-Agenda	Items	(2	min.	per)	
Toby	Washington:		LA	Flag	Football	–	permit	to	play	at	HBHS	was	revoked	due	to	“graffiti	and	
vandalism”;	school	told	the	league	that	all	permits	were	revoked.		The	league	feels	that	other	
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reasons	may	be	at	play	and	were	set	to	play	on	the	fields.		Had	to	move	to	Hollywood	High	
School.		Request	to	re-review	their	permit.		One	of	numerous	recent	complaints	against	HBHS	
for	inability	to	use	the	facility	that	should	be	a	community	space;	about	100	members	who	
typically	show	up.			
Barry	Salzman:		Circus	Vargas	at	HBHS	–	five	days	of	shows,	nine	shows	and	no	parking	plan.		
Tenants	in	his	building	called	complaining	of	no	available	parking.		LA	Reality	Church	takes	
enormous	amount	of	parking	on	Sundays	and	has	complaints.		There	has	been	an	excess	of	25	
buses	around	the	school	campus,	also	taking	up	valuable	parking	spaces.		Would	like	the	
Board	to	endorse	a	permit-parking	zone	in	this	area.	
	-	Barry	invited	to	parking	committee	meeting.	
	-	The	church	has	been	renting	parking	lot	nearby,	but	concern	is	that	this	is	not	enough	space	
	 	 for	the	church	attendees;	Juri	has	also	rented	some	spaces	from	his	facility.	
	-	Tribute	Studios	plans	to	start	construction	soon,	so	even	more	traffic	and	construction		
	 Trucks	will	also	take	parking	spaces.	

	-	Le	Conte	Middle	School	is	a	magnet	school;	buses	could	be	for	this	purpose.		Barry	feels	the		
	 	 buses	are	being	staged	for	other	LAUSD	schools.	
Nathan	French:		May	29th	@	7pm,	screening	of	“Without	a	Home”	–	documentary	about	a	
	 	 woman	who	followed	homeless	men	and	women.		Event	is	fundraiser	for	new	housing	
	 	 for	LA	‘formerly	homeless’		-	will	be	posted	on	hsdnc.org	
Jenny	Moran:		New	Marijuana	Clinic	is	going	in	on	Western	(1040	Western).		Complaint	as	a		
	 	 resident,	not	a	Board	Member.		Not	recommending	any	particular	action.	
	-	HSDNC	did	support	the	LA	Council	motion	to	ban	marijuana	dispensaries;	attached	a	CIS.	
*Juri:		arrived	7:07pm	

4. Meet	–	Greet	–	Enjoy	Refreshments	
5. Approval	of	Minutes	for	Board	Meetings	of	Feb.	13,	April	9,		April	26	

Motion	by	Whiddon,	second	by	Meredith	to	approve	Feb	13	minutes	
YES:	 	 Alferov,	Corrado,	Forouzan,	French,	Meredith,	Moran,	Ripinsky,	Valenti,	Vincent,	
	 	 	 Whiddon	
NO:	 	 None	
ABSTAIN:	 Chobanyan,	Gonzalez,	Torres,	Tossounian,	Weatherholtz,	Yepremian,	Zide	
Motion	passes	
Motion	by	Whiddon,	second	by	Meredith	to	approve	April	9	minutes	
YES:	 	 Alferov,	Corrado,	French,	Meredith,	Moran,	Ripinsky,	Torres,	Tossounian,	Vincent,		
	 	 	 Whiddon,	Zide	
NO:	 	 None	
ABSTAIN:	 Chobanyan,	Forouzan,	Gonzalez,	Valenti,	Weatherholtz,	Yepremian	
Motion	passes	
Motion	by	Whiddon,	second	by	Meredith	to	approve	April	26	minutes,	with	correction	in		
	 	 	 attendance	
YES:	 	 Alferov,	Forouzan,	Gonzalez,	Meredith,	Moran,	Tossounian,	Valenti,	Vincent,		
	 	 	 Whiddon,	Yepremian,	Zide	
NO:	 	 None	
ABSTAIN:	 Chobanyan,	Corrado,	French,	Ripinsky,	Torres,	Weatherholtz	
Motion	passes	
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6. Report	by	City	Officials	–	CD	13	–	Angela	Motta/Ryan	Carpio	–	Not	present 
7. Presentation	by	Art	Hartounian	re	Unified	Young	Armenians 

	 	 Non-profit	youth	org	based	in	LA.		Working	with	various	non-profits	and	law		 	
	 	 enforcement	agencies.		Offers	free	tutoring,	organizes	free	events;	workshops	on		
	 	 human	rights,	voter	registration	drives,	roundtable	TV	discussions,	serve	food	with		
	 	 Salvation	Army,	host	a	coat	drive,	free	self	defense	classes	for	local	kids	aged	6	–	12,	LA	
	 	 River	clean	up	and	adopted	“four	blocks”	in	Glendale,	launching	a	new	truth	project	
	 	 aimed	at	Genocide	prevention.	
Looking	for	new	partners!		Membership	of	144	people,	from	age	18	–	31.	
Largest	event	(march	to	remember	Armenian	genocide)	is	in	Hollywood;	ties	to	Hollywood	
	 	 community.		Working	on	new	monument	in	Glendale.		Goal	is	to	expand	events	and	find	
	 	 new	partnerships.	
Little	Armenia	in	HSDNC	&	EHNC;	will	also	present	at	EHNC.	
When	asked,	Mr.	Hartounian	said	his	group	will	help	with	NC	election	outreach.	
LAPD	Senior	Lead	Officer	Julie	Nony:		have	had	complaints	about	the	marijuana	dispensary	on	
	 	 Western.		City	does	have	a	moratorium	on	all	marijuana	dispensaries.		Biggest	thing		
	 	 residents	can	do	is	go	to	City	Council	and	complain.		Thanks	to	Felipe	for	helping		
	 	 coordinate;	for	more	info	and	plans	to	talk	to	this	particular	dispensary	and	landlord;	
	 	 advised	to	talk	to	City	Attorney	first.			
	 -	Is	landlord	responsible?		Yes	and	No	
Gower	corridor:		no	parking	signs	posted	recently	in	attempt	to	remove	criminal	element;	
	 	 requested	cemetery	to	replant	and	repaint	wall	–	which	they	did	within	a	week.			
Digital	cameras:		Board	recently	purchased	for	all	Senior	Lead	Officers	so	they	can	document	
	 	 before/after	work.		THANK	YOU	to	HSDNC!	
	-	Signs	on	Western	–	might	need	funding	for	labor	to	hang	signs.		Worth	trying	to	see	if	it	
	 helps;	between	Santa	Monica	and	Melrose.			

Transportation	Committee	will	agendize	and	bring	recommendation	to	Board.	
8. Presentation	by	Sean	McGowan	re	Manna	Room	Food	Bank		

	 	 Location:		Fountain	and	Edgemont,	food	bank	and	soup	kitchen;	got	regular	donations	
	 	 from	Trader	Joe’s	and	Whole	Foods.		Served	over	400,000	meals	in	2011.		Based	at	Hope		
	 	 Int’l	Bible	Fellowship;	all	faiths	are	welcome.		Serve	to	elderly,	undocumented,	homeless	
	 	 –	come	one,	come	all.		Serve	meals	5	days	a	week;	also	distribution	point	for	5	other	
	 	 non-profits	and	also	host	a	toy	drive	during	the	holiday	season.		Expanding	and	wants	to	
	 	 reach	out	to	community.		Partnership	with	6	local	Trader	Joes	and	dedicated	volunteers,	
	 	 3	vans	and	two	regular	runs	of	deliveries.		Two	tons	of	food	daily!	
	-	Bill:		could	always	support	for	gas/drivers,	etc.	and	volunteers	

9. Budget	and	Finance	 	
*Felipe	is	officially	our	Treasurer	but	will	not	take	over	fully	until	new	fiscal	year	on	July	1.	

	 	 a.	 Update	on	Reconciliation	of	funding	and	Budget	and	Finance	
	 	 	 	-	Thai	Community	donation	and	Wi-Fi	project	are	both	being	processed.	
	 	 	 	-	Wi-Fi	–	demand	warrant	is	due	on	the	16th;	need	to	clarify	the	agreement	and	update		
	 	 	 	 the	placement	of	the	HSDNC	logo	in	the	banner.	
	 	 	 	-	$400	to	pay	for	Security	personnel	for	four	meetings	at	assistance	league	
	 	 	 	-		$1000	for	Erin	Casteel;	web	design/education,	etc.	
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	 	 	 	-		Coast	Awards	for	Hollywood	neighborhood	awards:		1)	plaque	2)	glass	statue.		Can	
	 	 	 	 give	out	25	–	35	awards/per	year.	
	 	 	 	-		Community	Bulletin	Boards:			
	 	 	 	-	Hollywood	Beautification	Team:		no	longer	supporting	
	 	 	 	-	Relay	for	Life:		$500	donation	is	being	processed.	
	 	 b.	 Discussion	and	possible	action	re	funding	an	additional	amount	up	to	$1000		
	 	 	 for	Election	outreach	(total	amount	would	then	be	$4,000).		 	
	 	 Motion	by	Valenti,	second	by	Vincent	motion	by	Frank;	Luke	seconded	
	 	 YES:		 Alferov,	Chobanyan,	Corrado,	Forouzan,	French,	Gonzalez,	Moran,	Ripinsky,	
	 	 	 	 Valenti,	Vincent,	Whiddon,	Zide	
	 	 NO:		 Meredith,	Tossounian,	Weatherholtz,		
	 	 ABSTAIN:	 Torres,	Yepremian,		
	 	 Motion	carries.	
	 	 c.	 Discussion	and	possible	action	funding	up	to	$1000	for	HSDNC	Outreach,	printing	
	 	 	 and	materials	–	for	mailers,	banners,	etc.	
	 	 	 -	Will	use	vendor:	Davco.	(recommendation	from	group	is	Davco;	he	is	most	cost		
	 	 	 	 effective	but	not	in	our	district)	
	 	 	 -	Tom	also	recommends	Henry’s	printer	[need	W-9]	
	 	 Motion	by	Whiddon,	second	by	Valenti,	that	an	additional	amount	of	$1000	be	funded	for	
	 	 Election	outreach	for	additional	printing;	1st	choice	is	Henry’s	printing	–	if	they	are	unable	to	
	 	 work	with	us,	funding	moves	to	Davco	.	
	 	 YES:		 Alferov,	Chobanyan,	Corrado,	Forouzan,	French,	Gonzalez,	Meredith,	Moran,		
	 	 	 	 Ripinsky,	Tossounian,		Valenti,	Vincent,	Weatherholtz,	Whiddon,	Zide	
	 	 NO:		 None	
	 	 ABSTAIN:		Yepremian	
	 	 Motion	carries	
	
	 	 All	payments	have	been	made	this	year!		Huge	improvement.	
	 	 d.	 Discussion	and	possible	action	re	revised	Budget	
	 	 e.	 Update	on	approvals/allocations	from	April	26	special	meeting	 	
10. Outreach	Committee:	
	 	 a.	 Neighborhood	Updates	
	 	 	 -	Community	Walk:		this	Saturday	5/19,	2p	–	4p	 	
	 	 	 -	This	is	a	“trial	run’	of	the	walk	–	hoping	for	a	great	turnout.		Alex	and	Efrain	plan	to	
	 	 	 	 walk	the	route	on	Friday	to	hand	out	fliers	and	generate	interest.	 	 	 	
	 	 	 -	Will	have	clipboard	to	sign	up	interested	members	and	will	document	any		 	
	 	 	 	 graffiti/required	updates.	
	 	 	 	-	Trash	pick	up	during	walk?		Maybe.	
	 	 	 	 Jenny	Weatherholtz	will	reprint	fliers	four	to	a	page.	 	
	 	 	 	-	Western/Hollywood,	3p	-7p	every	Thursday:		Farmers	Market;	sponsored	by	HSDNC	
	 	 	 	-	HPOZ	Conference	happening	this	Saturday	–	Jirair	will	attend	
	 	 	 	-	HBHS:		school	ends	on	6/11;	graduation	on	6/14.		Robotics	pre-season	starts	this		
	 	 	 	 summer.	
	 	 	 	-	Frank	has	been	meeting	with	the	school;	working	with	STEM	–	wants	to	work	with	
	 	 	 	 community	and	is	looking	for	opportunities	for	job	shadow.	
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	 	 	 	-	Hollywood	4ward:		grass	roots	coalition	working	to	end	homelessness	in	Hollywood	
	 	 	 	 and	includes	elected	officials,	non-profits,	faith	organizations,	etc.		Needs	an	NC	
	 	 	 	 representative.	
	 	 	 	-	Can	post	on	the	bulletin	board	at	the	Fountain	Community	Garden.	
	 	 	 	-	HSDNC	could	formalize	their	involvement	by	a	letter	of	support	and	logo	on	website	
	 	 	 	 (will	be	on	June	agenda;	Nathan	to	present)	
	 	 	 	-	EHNC	banners	on	Hollywood	–	with	Shakespeare	in	the	Park;	worked	with		 	
	 	 	 	 organization	to	get	large	logo	on	the	banners.	
	 	 	 	-	Fountain	Garden:		has	open	non-profit	plot	available.	
	 	 	 	-	LA	Reality	Church:		hosting	a	community	group;	working	hard	on	Serve	the	City	(a		
	 	 	 	 citywide	day	of	service-	July	28th.			
	 	 	 	-	Santa	Monica/Western:		trash	compactors	still	installed.	
	 	 	 Outreach	meeting:		Tuesday	may	29th		[needs	to	update	website]	
	 	 	 Thanks	to	Harry	for	attending	–	interested	in	becoming	a	new	Board	member!  
11. PLUM	Committee	Update		-	No	report	
12. Bylaws/Elections	Committee	(view	Bylaws	at	www.HSDNC.org)	

*Missed	our	may	12th	deadline	for	bylaw	changes.		Ken	apologizes;	he	has	a	high	profile	case	
and	cannot	be	as	present	as	he	would	like	to	be.	

	 	 a.	 Report,	Discussion	and	possible	action	re	approved	Bylaws	revisions	
	 	 b.	 Discussion	and	possible	action	re	proposed	revision	to	Article	X,	Section	C.,	

Officers:	
1. After	the	election	and	appointment	of	Board	Members,	the	Board	by	

simple	majority	will	vote	to	elect	from	among	its	Members	the	following	
officers,	at	a	public	meeting:	Chairperson,	Vice	Chairperson	and	Treasurer.	
The	Officers	will	serve	for	a	term	of	two	(2)	years	or	until	the	next	regularly	
scheduled	election	has	been	certified	and	Board	Members	seated	and	
will	serve	at	the	will	of	the	Board.	

	 	 Proposed	new	provisions:		"To	qualify	to	serve	as	such,	the	Chairperson	must	
have	served	as	a	Board	member	for	at	least	one	year	prior	to	being	elected	
by	the	Board.		All	other	Officers	may	serve	without	having	previously	served	
on	the	Board.”	

	 	 c.	 Discussion	and	possible	action	re	Grievance	filed	1/15/12	–	Suspected	Brown	Act	
	 	 	 Violation	re	second	Moratorium	letter	
	 	 	 	-	DONE	is	supportive	of	us	hearing/handling	this	grievance.	
	 	 	 	-	Call	for	stakeholders	to	serve	on	this	panel	–	please	email	Jenny	
	 	 	 	-	Will	also	be	posted	on	our	website	
	 Motion:		Place	names	in	a	bowl	to	select	panel	members;	Leila	will	serve	as	witness	for	selection;	
	 	 must	meet	within	the	next	14	days	–	panel	will	meet	with	person	who	filed	grievance.	
	 	 On	June	Agenda	for	action	
	 	 	 1.	 Call	to	Action	re	compilation	of	list	of	stakeholders	who	wish	to	serve	on	a	
	 	 	 	 Grievance	Panel.		The	list	will	remain	open	for	Stakeholders	to	express	their	
	 	 	 	 interest	to	serve	for	7	days	following	the	meeting.		
	 	 	 2.	 Recording	Secretary	shall	randomly	draw	5	names;	Board	shall	determine		
	 	 	 	 method	of	randomness.	
		 	 	 3.	 Within	the	next	14	days,	the	Correspondence	Secretary	will	coordinate	a	
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	 	 	 	 time	an	place	for	the	panel	to	meet	with	the	person(s)	submitting	the	grievance	
	 	 	 	 for	resolution.		The	Correspondence	Secretary	shall	facilitate		the	meeting.	
	 	 	 4.	 After	hearing	the	grievance,	the	panel	will	discuss	possible	solutions	and	
	 	 	 	 draft	a	recommendation	for	the	Board.	
	 	 	 5.	 The	Recording	Secretary	will	add	the	grievance	panel’s	recommendation	
	 	 	 	 to	the	agenda	of	the	next	regularly	scheduled	general	meeting,	and	the	Board	
	 	 	 	 shall	vote	by	official	action	at	that	time	on	the	matter.	
	 	 	 6.	 The	Board	shall	hear	the	grievance,	take	into	consideration	the	grievance	
	 	 	 	 panel’s	recommendation	and	shall	vote	by	official	action	at	that	time	on	
	 	 	 	 the	matter.	
	 	 	 7.	 A	decision	of	the	Board	must	be	made	within	a	60-day	period.	
	 Questions:	 a.	 Can	board	members	attend	this	grievance	panel	meeting	as	bystanders?		[ask	
	 	 	 	 	 DONE]	
	 	 	 	 b.	 Conflict	of	interest:		can	board	member	girlfriend/family	serve?		Can	members	
	 	 	 	 	 of	Melrose	Hill	NA	serve	on	panel?	[ask	DONE]	
	 	 	 	 c.	 Should	have	bylaws	on	hand	for	review	–	all	Board	members	should	review	this	
	 	 	 	 	 ASAP	
	 	 	 	 d.	 What	is	this	resolution?		Either	re-write	or	rescind	letter.	
13. Transportation	and	Parking	Committee		 	
	 	 a.	 Update	on	communications	with	LA	Reality	Church	re	parking	
	 	 b.	 Next	Meeting:		Thursday	5/18	–	with	HBHS,	Officer	Nony,	LA	Reality	and	more.	
14. Proposed	Agenda	items	for	next	Board	meeting	on	Monday	June	11	
15. Other	

	-	Nathan	would	like	to	hear	peoples	reasoning	for	voting	NO	on	any	items	
16. Adjournment:	9:06pm	
	


