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ANTONIO R. VILLARAIGOSA 
                 MAYOR 

Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council (HSDNC) 
Special Meeting Minutes 
May 25, 2013, 11:00 a.m. 

Assistance League of Southern California, 
1360 N. St. Andrews Place, Los Angeles 90028 

 
I. Call to Order by Chair Steven Whiddon – 11:30 a.m. 

 

II. Roll Call 

David Bell 
Christina Derenthal - Absent 
Don Durkee 
Efrain Gonzalez - Absent 
Tom Meredith 
Charles Puree 
Juri Ripinsky - Absent 
Jose Torres - Absent 
Luke Vincent 
Steven Whiddon 
Maria Yepremian 
Bill Zide 
Alex Alferov - Absent 
Orletha Andersen 
Felipe Corrado – (Arrived 11:55 a.m.) 
Sun Yu 
Jirair Tossounian  
Drew Peterson (Arrived 11:59 a.m.) 
 

III. Public Comments on Non-Agenda Items  

None Presented 

 

IV. Submit a letter to BONC and DONE to take a position of the following Factual Basis Stakeholder 
issues as requested. 

Andersen asked if this letter also had a deadline of June 1; Bylaws Committee Chair Tossounian 
responded, no. The HSDNC Board then agreed, in the interest of time, to postpone discussing the letter. 
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V. Continued presentation by the HSDNC Bylaws and Election Committee on their recommendations for 
amendments to the bylaws of the HSDNC. Committee Chair Tossounian led the remainder of the meeting. 

 

A. re Article IV - Stakeholder 

Bell pointed out that he rents an office in the District but believes this is his least connection. Andersen 
said there should be a distinction between a mere Starbucks customer and other ties to the 
Neighborhood. Bell suggested incorporating the language requiring “demonstrable commitment.” After 
much discussion, Bell/Andersen moved to amend the bylaw to read: Neighborhood Council membership is 
open to all Stakeholders. “Stakeholders” shall be defined as those who live, work, own property or have a 
demonstrable commitment to the community, subject to DONE and/or Board approval, as appropriate. 
Motion passed 12-0-1. (Abstaining: Peterson) 

 

B. re Article V, Section 1: Composition 

Whiddon suggested the Board keep in mind the implications of placing too many restrictions on Board 
Composition. Tossounian suggested each major category of membership have two (2) members. 
Andersen suggested modifying the language of A.1. to “Two (2) property owners, commercial or 
residential.” With that modification, Bell/Meredith moved to also change the requirements to: A.2. “Two (2) 
owner-occupied residential property owner (including condominiums)”; A.3. “Two (2) residential tenants”; 
A.4. “Two (2) employees or membes of a service organization – e.g., educational, faith-based, non-profit, 
environmental and/or cultural”; A.5. “Two (2) business tenants (a person who rents a storefront in which 
s/he conducts his or her business) or business employees”; A.6. “Two (2) At-large Stakeholders”; A.7. 
“One (1) Youth Stakeholder (between the ages of 16-20)”; and A.8. “Seven (7) Neighborhood 
Stakeholders – one (1) from each of the seven (7) Neighborhoods set forth in Article III Section 2 above.” 
Motion passed unanimously. 

 

C. re Article V, Section 10: Resignation 

Vincent/Bell moved to retain the current language. Motion passed 11-1-1. (No: Yu; Abstaining: 
Tossounian) 

 

D. re Article V, Section 4: Term Limits 

After discussion, Tossounian/Zide moved to delete the word “Limits” from the Section and amend the 
language as follows: “There are no term limits. Board Members shall serve a two (2) year term.” Motion 
passed 11-1-0. (No: Meredith)  

 

E. Re Article V, Section 7: Absences 

After much discussion, Andersen/Zide moved to amend the language as follows: 

“A Board member may be removed from the board for failure to attend two (2) consecutive unnotified 
regular meetings or a total of five (5) meetings in a calendar year. After the second consecutive unnotified 
or fifth unexecused absence within the calendar year, whichever comes first, the Chairperson shall have 
the designate send, by Certified mail, a letter to the Board member notifying them that the seat has been 
vacated. 

 

Notification shall be directly to the Chair or Vice Chair of the Board. 
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If the Board member fails to show for the next regular meeting and receives their second unnotified 
consecutive absence or fifth absence within the calendar year, the Chairperson shall have the Recording 
Secretary or designate place the matter on the agenda for a vote of the Board at the next regular meeting. 

 

A member who had been removed will be allowed to speak to the Board, at the meeting and prior to the 
vote, but shall not take part in the vote.  

 

The Board member may attend the next regular meeting and request reinstatement subject to Board 
approval.” 

Motion passed 12-0-0. (Bell had left) 

 

F. re Article V, Section 9: Removal of Governing Board Members 

The Board members considered and discussed this Section, agreeing that it seemed inapplicable to the 
Board itself. Whiddon commented that it could create a problem that did not currently exist. However, it did 
appear to provide for Stakeholders to petition to remove a Board member they felt did not represent their 
interests. Zide/Yu moved to amend the Section Heading to read “Removal of Governing Board Members 
by Stakeholders.” Motion passed 10-2-0. (No: Tossounian, Whiddon)  

 

G. re Article V, Section 6: Vacancies 

The Board agreed that the technical changes proposed by the Bylaws & Election Committee were 
acceptable. Whiddon commented that if there was a vacancy and someone had been attending regularly, 
it would be nice to fill that seat. Bylaws & Election Committee member Ziggy Kruse commented that there 
had to be notice of an open seat in order to satisfy the Brown Act. Zide/Durkee moved to add the following 
subsections: “G. Vacancies shall be noticed as open for at least 30 days.” And “H. After a vacancy is 
announced, a minimum of 25 days of outreach shall occur prior to filling vacancy.” Motion passed 12-0-0. 

 

VI. Announcements 

There will be an LAPD event at Paramount on June 25, at 7 p.m.  

 

VII. Adjournment 

The Special Meeting adjourned at 1:40.	
	

 The public is requested to fill out a "Speaker Card" to address the Board on any agenda item before the Board takes an action. Public comment is limited to two 
(2) minutes per speaker, but the Board has the discretion to modify the amount of time for any speaker. The public may comment on a specific item listed on this agenda 
when the Board considers that item.  When the board considers the agenda item entitled "Public Comments," the public has the right to comment on any matter that is within 
the Board's jurisdiction. 
 In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the Board in advance of a meeting may be 
viewed at the scheduled meeting or by prior arrangement by contacting the HSDNC at 323.450.5097. In addition, anyone who would like a copy of any record related to an 
item on the agenda; please contact the HSDNC at number above. The Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council will announce at this meeting the location, day and 
time for its regular meetings and may also call any additional required special meetings in accordance with it Bylaws and the Brown Act. The agenda for the regular and 
special meetings is posted for public review at the following community locations: 1) Tidal Wave Restaurant, 6112 W. Sunset Blvd, 2) Bernstein Corner Grocery, 1280 Wilton 
Pl, 3) Lemon Grove Park, 4959 Lemon Grove Ave, 4) Produce For Less Market, 5059 Melrose Ave, and 5) Sunshine Thai Restaurant, 861 N. Western Ave. 
 The Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council complies with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act and does not discriminate on the basis of any 
disability.  Upon request, the Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council will provide reasonable accommodations to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and 
activities.  Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request.  To ensure the availability of services, 
please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting HSDNC at (323) 450-5097, or please send an e-mail that 
states the accommodations that you are requesting to chair@hsdnc.org 

HOLLYWOOD STUDIO DISTRICT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
Contact info: www.hsdnc.org 

1370 N. St. Andrews Place, Los Angeles, CA 90028 - Tel. 323.450.5097 
Department of Neighborhood Empowerment 

200 N. Spring Street, Rm. 2005, Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Tel: 213.978.1551 - TOLL-FREE:  3-1-1 - FAX:  213.978.1751 

E-MAIL:  NCSupport@lacity.org  - www.EmpowerLA.org 
To subscribe to the City’s Early Notification System, please go to: 

http://www.lacity.org/SubMenu/ENSEarlyNotificationSystem/EarlyNotificationSystem/index.htm 
Under "Subscriptions", click on "Neighborhood Council Subscriptions" and follow the simple instructions that follow to subscribe. 


