
CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

Special Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday, June 22, 2020 

Louis B. Mayer Building Suite #308, 5500 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, CA 90028 
DRAFT Minutes [to be replaced by “Approved _[Month]_ _[date]_, 202_[year]_”] 

In conformity with the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20 (March 17, 2020) and due to 
concerns over COVID-19, this duly noticed meeting was held entirely online and telephonically. 

HSDNC (and all other) Meeting Minutes are a summary; Minutes were not, are not and are 
never meant to be an exact, verbatim, word-for-word transcript or comprehensive record of what 
was said at a Meeting.  Exceptions: Motions/Resolutions (as stated at the Meeting, which take 
precedence over versions written on the Agenda, if different); quotes (words that have quotation 
marks (“”) at the beginning and ending of a word or words); and other wording from the Agenda 
such as the first paragraph(s) of some Items.  Items are listed in and match the same order as 
on the Agenda. 

I.   OPENING CEREMONIES 
A. Call Meeting to Order 

Chair John Sierra called the Meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 

B. Board Roll Call 
Roll Call was taken by the Chair.  Twelve of the 16 Board Members were present 

online at the beginning of the Meeting: Jonathan Bayley, Anthony Conley 
(Treasurer), Grace Cotangco, Milton Cruz, Doug Haines, Guy Langman, Bill 
Murphy, Kate Pynoos, Benjamin Rosen, John Sierra (Chair), Rosalinda Sierra 
and Michael Tessler.  Damien Burke (Secretary) and Dasler Jimenez arrived 
later.  Nelly Platero and Theodore Wachtel were absent. 

Excused absences: not specified. 

OFFICERS:
    HOLLYWOOD STUDIO 

DISTRICT 
     NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

BOARD MEMBERS:

John F. Sierra, Chair 
vacant, Vice-Chair 

Anthony Conley, Treasurer 
Damien Burke, Secretary 

5500 Hollywood Blvd., #313 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 
Email: info@hsdnc.org 

Website: www.hsdnc.org

Property Owner 
Kate Pynoos 
vacant 
vacant 

Business Tenant 
Milton Cruz 
Guy Langman 
Michael Tessler 
Theodore Wachtel 
vacant 
vacant 

At-Large 
Jonathan Bayley 
Grace Cotangco 
Doug Haines 
Bill Murphy 

Residential 
Damien Burke 
Anthony Conley 
Dasler Jimenez 
Nelly Platero 
Benjamin Rosen 
John F. Sierra 
Rosalinda Sierra
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Unexcused absences: not specified. 

The HSDNC quorum (the minimum number of Board Members needing to be 
present to take binding votes on Agendized Items) is 11 (see https://
lacity.quickbase.com/db/bj3apxsp3?
a=q&qid=32&qskip=0&qrppg=1000&dlta=su46~), so the Board could take such 
votes.  Sixteen of the 20 Board Seats were filled (by election or appointment).  
Four Board Seats were vacant [Business Tenant [DB CONFIRM: CAN’T TELL AT 
https://www.hsdnc.org/board; ALSO NOTED IN HEADER __] (2) and Property 
Owner (2); to apply, see https://www.hsdnc.org/join-the-hsdnc].  Also attending: at 
least seven Stakeholders and Guests. 

C. Welcome Remarks 
Mr. Sierra welcomed everyone and explained the HSDNC’s role. 

II.  REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 
Mr. Sierra explained the need for this Special Meeting.  He reminded of the 
www.HSDNC.org website where Agendas and Minutes [at https://www.hsdnc.org/
agendas-and-minutes] and related documents (scroll to the bottom and click the “Jun 
22, 2020” link) are available. 

III. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS. 
Stakeholder Jessica Gore was concerned about ongoing incomplete demolition and 
construction at a home at 5542 Romaine where there have been multiple fires.   
Stakeholder Leslie Estrada Flynn added that fireworks have been ignited there, 
including at 4:00 a.m.  Mr. Haines noted that “no demolition request” was on file with 
the City and that some vacant homes are being used as drug labs.  Stakeholder 
Tabitha Yelos reported that the Hollywood area Census response has been “very 
low”; she suggested that the HSDNC have an ad hoc Census Committee. 

IV. Amend the administrative packet for fiscal year 2019 – 2020. 
Copies were available at https://www.hsdnc.org/event/board-meeting-special.  Mr. 
Conley explained the need. 

FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Mr. Sierra): The Hollywood Studio 
District Neighborhood Council amends the budget for fiscal year 2019 – 2020 by 
moving $10,000 from the Outreach category to Neighborhood Purposes Grants. 

DISCUSSION: Mr. Conley gave further explanation. 

FUNDING MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 12 eligible voters 
present with all 12 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, 
Langman, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra and Tessler); zero 
opposed; zero abstained. 

V.  Approve the administrative packet for fiscal year 2020 – 2021. 
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Copies were available at https://www.hsdnc.org/event/board-meeting-special.  Mr. 
Conley noted that, due to COVID-19 budget impacts, the NC annual budget was 
reduced from $42,000 to $32,000.   

FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Mr. Sierra): The Hollywood Studio 
District Neighborhood Council approves the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 budget as 
amended. 

DISCUSSION: Mr. Conley clarified that the budget can be amended at any time.  
Ms. Yelos noted that she has Board Members’ business cards. 

First AMENDMENT to the FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Mr. 
Sierra): amend the Motion to amend the budget to $32,000, Outreach to $8,330 and 
Neighborhood Purposes Grants to $8,330. 

Board Member Damien Burke arrived by this time (7:07), making 13 Board Members 
present online (the HSDNC quorum is eleven). 

First AMENDMENT to the FUNDING MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call 
vote of the 13 eligible voters present with all 13 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, 
Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Langman, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John 
Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra and Tessler); zero opposed; zero abstained. 

Second AMENDMENT to the FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Mr. 
Sierra): amend the Motion to appoint John Sierra as the Second Signer; Damien 
Burke as the Alternate Signer; Anthony Conley as the First Bank Card Holder; and 
Benjamin Rosen as the Second Bank Card Holder. 

Second AMENDMENT to the FUNDING MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 
13 eligible voters present with 12 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, 
Cotangco, Cruz, Langman, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra 
and Tessler); zero opposed; one abstained (the HSDNC counts abstentions as 
neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) (Haines). 

AMENDED FUNDING MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 13 
eligible voters present with all 13 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, 
Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Langman, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda 
Sierra and Tessler); zero opposed; zero abstained. 

VI. Approve up to $4,000 for a neighborhood purpose grant for All Kids Bike 
(resubmission). 
Mr. Sierra explained the need and that a corrected application was on the website at 
https://www.hsdnc.org/event/board-meeting-special.  Mr. Conley gave further 
explanation. 
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FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Ms. Pynoos): The Hollywood 
Studio District Neighborhood Council approves up to $4,000 for a Neighborhood 
Purpose Grant for All Kids Bike 

FUNDING MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 13 eligible voters 
present with all 13 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, 
Haines, Langman, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra and 
Tessler); zero opposed; zero abstained. 

VII. Community impact statement on CF 20-0600: Budget Proposal Fiscal Year 
2020-21. 

Copies were available at https://www.hsdnc.org/event/board-meeting-special.  

MOTION (by Mr. Bayley, seconded by Mr. Tessler): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council approves a Community Impact Statement on CF 20-0600: 
Budget Proposal Fiscal Year 2020-21. 

DISCUSSION: Ms. Yelos favored the City “investing more in community services.”  
Stakeholder Kim Owens was concerned that the same company that trains the 
Minneapolis Police Department will again train the LAPD.  Ms. Yelos said that “every 
. . . department budget is being cut except the LAPD.”  Mr. Murphy wanted the letter 
to be more specific. 

Board Member Dasler Jimenez arrived by this time (7:51), making 14 Board Members 
present online (the HSDNC quorum is eleven). 

Mr. Haines noted that “non-violent crimes are way up” and officers routinely are 
“taken away” from Hollywood Studio District to “other areas.”  Board Members and 
Stakeholders commented about the importance of various priorities and needs.  Ms. 
Gore noted that www.PeoplesBudgetLA.com has a City budget proposal.  Mr. Burke 
believed that “this is not the end; this is the beginning” and reminded that the Budget 
Advocates [http://ncbala.com] take a year to advise the City. 

First AMENDMENT to the MOTION (by Mr. Tessler, seconded by Ms. Pynoos): 
amend the Motion to, at the end of the Community Impact Statement’s fourth 
paragraph, add the sentence “Our community and the HSDNC believe that black 
lives matter.” 

DISCUSSION: There was discussion of whether to include the sentence. 

First AMENDMENT to the MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 14 eligible 
voters present with 13 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, Cotangco, 
Cruz, Jimenez, Langman, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra 
and Tessler); zero opposed; one abstained (the HSDNC counts abstentions as 
neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) (Haines). 
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Second AMENDMENT to the MOTION (by Mr. Bayley, seconded by Mr. Conley): 
amend the Motion, on the first page, second paragraph, to read: “We understand 
that the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in significant revenue shortfalls for the 
City and that cuts in spending must be made, and we believe that any cuts made to 
the LAPD budget should provide the funding necessary for programs to thrive that 
result in a safer, more secure, and happier community.” 

Second AMENDMENT to the MOTION FAILED by a roll call vote of the 14 eligible 
voters present with four in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Conley, Cotangco and 
Langman); nine opposed (Burke, Cruz, Jimenez, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John 
Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra and Tessler); one abstained (the HSDNC counts 
abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) (Haines). 

AMENDED MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 14 eligible voters present 
with 11 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Jimenez, Langman, 
Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra and Tessler); two opposed (“No” or 
“Nay”) (Haines and Murphy); one abstained (the HSDNC counts abstentions as 
neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) (Bayley). 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
Ms. Pynoos suggested sending a letter to LAUSD renaming LeConte Middle School 
due LeConte’s “racist statements . . . and support for the Confederacy”; Mr. Tessler 
offered to help.  Mr. Haines encouraged District Representatives to report to the 
Board regarding vacant buildings and for the Board to directly contact building 
owners.  Mr. Sierra encouraged vetting Community Impact Statements through 
Committees before bringing them to the Board. 

[This paragraph is copied from the Agenda.]  “Agendas for all Meetings shall include an 
item referring to the addition of agenda items for upcoming Meetings.  Stakeholders 
shall have the opportunity to request items be placed on upcoming agendas at this 
time.” (HSDNC Bylaws VIII. 2. A.) 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Sierra declared the Meeting ADJOURNED at 8:42 p.m. 

Minutes written by DL, possibly edited by HSDNC.  The first paragraph of some Items, 
Motions/Resolutions and other wording may have been directly copied from the Agenda.  
The HSDNC Minutes page is https://www.hsdnc.org/agendas-and-minutes.
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