
CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday, July 13, 2020 

DRAFT Minutes [to be replaced by “Approved _[Month]_ _[date]_, 202_[year]_”] 

In conformity with the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20 (March 17, 2020) and due to 
concerns over COVID-19, this duly noticed meeting was held entirely online and telephonically. 

Document copies were available at https://www.hsdnc.org/event/board-meeting-2. 

HSDNC (and all other) Meeting Minutes are a summary; Minutes were not, are not and are 
never meant to be an exact, verbatim, word-for-word transcript or comprehensive record of what 
was said at a Meeting.  Exceptions: Motions/Resolutions (as stated at the Meeting, which take 
precedence over versions written on the Agenda, if different); quotes (words that have quotation 
marks (“”) at the beginning and ending of a word or words); and other wording from the Agenda 
such as the first paragraph(s) of some Items.  Items are listed in and match the same order as 
on the Agenda. 

I.   OPENING CEREMONIES 
A. Call Meeting to Order 

Chair John Sierra called the Meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. 

B. Board Roll Call 
Roll Call was taken by the Secretary.  Fourteen of the 16 Board Members were 

present online at the beginning of the Meeting: Jonathan Bayley, Damien Burke 
(Secretary), Anthony Conley (Treasurer), Grace Cotangco, Milton Cruz, Doug 
Haines, Guy Langman, Bill Murphy, Kate Pynoos, Benjamin Rosen, John Sierra 
(Chair), Rosalinda Sierra, Michael Tessler and Theodore Wachtel. 

Excused absences: Dasler Jimenez and Nelly Platero. 

OFFICERS:     HOLLYWOOD STUDIO 
DISTRICT 

     NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

BOARD MEMBERS:

John F. Sierra, Chair 
vacant, Vice-Chair 

Anthony Conley, Treasurer 
Damien Burke, Secretary 

5500 Hollywood Blvd., #313 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 
Email: info@hsdnc.org 

Website: www.hsdnc.org

Property Owner 
Kate Pynoos 
vacant 
vacant 

Business Tenant 
Milton Cruz 
Guy Langman 
Michael Tessler 
Theodore Wachtel 
vacant 
vacant 

At-Large 
Jonathan Bayley 
Grace Cotangco 
Doug Haines 
Bill Murphy 

Residential 
Damien Burke 
Anthony Conley 
Dasler Jimenez 
Nelly Platero 
Benjamin Rosen 
John F. Sierra 
Rosalinda Sierra
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The HSDNC quorum (the minimum number of Board Members needing to be 
present to take binding votes on Agendized Items) is 11 (see https://
lacity.quickbase.com/db/bj3apxsp3?
a=q&qid=32&qskip=0&qrppg=1000&dlta=su46~), so the Board could take such 
votes.  Sixteen of the 20 Board Seats were filled (by election or appointment).  
Four Board Seats were vacant [Property Owner (2) and Business Tenant (2); to 
apply, see https://www.hsdnc.org/join-the-hsdnc].  Also attending: at least 10 
Stakeholders and Guests. 

C. Welcome Remarks 
Mr. Sierra welcomed everyone and explained the HSDNC’s role. 

REPORTS 
II.  REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 

Mr. Sierra noted that this meeting begins a new Fiscal Year.  He reminded that each 
Board Member must belong to at least one Committee and the importance of 
Committees. 

III.  COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT REPORTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS: Representatives 
from government offices and community-based organizations. 
A. LA City Council District 13, Mitch O’Farrell 

[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #III. B.]  Sean Starkey, Field Deputy 
for L.A. City District 13 Councilman Mitch O’Farrell (o213-207-3015;  
C213-261-1545 
Sean.Starkey@LACity.org; www.CD13.com), reported that free trees are available 
from LADOT.  Small business assistance is expected to be available by August.   
The City will take over the lease of the 60-room Retan Hotel by September to 
house homeless people.  Lights were added and trees trimmed at Smith Pocket 
Park at Sycamore and Franklin.  Caltrans soon will start three years of 101 
Freeway center guardrail reinforcement and heightening. 

B. LAPD 
Annabelle Eubank, an LAPD Hollywood Division Senior Lead Officer (cell/text 
213-793-0711; 37352@LAPD.LACity.org; http://www.lapdonline.org/
hollywood_community_police_station), reported that the Police are available to 
serve.  The Neighborhood Engagement Area Project compares year-to-year 
statistics to help determine deployments; so far it is helping.  She reported 
COVID-19 cases among the Police; “about 15%” of serving Officers tested 
positive.  Officers are required to report any illness symptoms.  Hollywood Division 
recently had “massive testing”; some results are still awaited.  Officers are 
required to wear a mask “when they have contact with the public,” but not if they 
are in their car.  Officers not wearing a mask while contacting with the public can 
be reported to their Division.  Regarding protestors, under certain circumstances, 
“it’s required to give them 20 minutes to leave the area.” 
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Jesse Rubalcava, another LAPD Hollywood Division Senior Lead Officer (office 
213-485-4310; 38655@LAPD.LACity.org (he replaced Officer Eddie Guerra) 
reported that Officers have been attacked with rocks and bottles.  Mr. Haines 
thanked Officers Eubank and Rubalcava, Detectives and other Hollywood Division 
Officers for their work.  Officer Rubalcava acknowledged that most protestors 
were “very decent” and that “we’ve got to make sure . . . that anybody who goes 
out to protest is safe.” 

C. Other Government Departments/Agencies 
Erin Seinfeld, a Field Deputy for L.A. County District Three Supervisor Sheila 
Kuehl (310-231-1170; ESeinfeld@bos.LACounty.gov; http://www.lacounty.gov/
government/supervisors/sheila-kuehl), reported that Governor Newsome ordered 
many kinds of businesses re-closed starting today due to COVID-19; the County 
supports it.  She reported that “the County is cracking down on price-gouging . . . 
up to $10,000 per violation.”  She described the County’s COVID-19 testing 
procedure; first “talk to your healthcare provider.”   

Lorenzo Briceno, Assistant Director of Policy and Government Relations, L.A. 
Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) [213-978-1551; 
Lorenzo.Briceno@LACity.org; www.EmpowerLA.org], reported that BONC’s new 
“censure and removal policy” will be emailed tonight to Board Members. 

IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS.  Reports from standing and ad hoc committees 
A. Executive 

Mr. Sierra said that there was “no report.” 

B. Outreach 
Tabitha Yelos reported that the Committee is meeting again and needs volunteers. 

C. Bylaws, Selection, & Election 
Mr. Burke reported that the Committee met and nominated Frankie Holt; see 
below Item #X. 

D. Budget & Finance (Net Available Funds: $31,856.71). 
Mr. Conley encouraged volunteering for the Committee. 

E. Planning & Land Use Management (PLUM) 
Mr. Haines reported that the Committee may meet later this month.  There will be 
a CUP Hearing on the Hollywood Forever Cemetery application to have stadium 
and arena uses.  The SunWest project at Western and Sunset was to be 293 
units; they requested to have 495 units “with multiple other entitlements.”  An 
application to serve a full line of alcohol at 1661 Gower was “recently approved 
with a number of conditions.” 

F. Public Safety 
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Mr. Sierra reminded that a Chair is needed.  Mr. Bayley encouraged joining the 
Committee. 

G. Youth 
Mr. Cruz reported that he will meet with the Future Voters Action League, a non-
profit organization that registers youth voters, about partnering.  He described 
other outreach work to youth. 

H. Other standing and ad hoc committee reports 
There were no other reports at this time. 

V.  LIAISONS, ALLIANCES, AND COALITIONS REPORTS.  Reports from liaisons and 
alliances and coalitions HSDNC is a member of. 
Mr. Murphy reported that rental assistance is available from the City 
[HCID.LACity.org]. 

VI. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Daniel Perez, a Central Hollywood NC Board Member, reported that he was elected 
as a Budget Advocate [http://ncbala.com], which he described.  Stakeholder Sirach 
“converted a sidewalk into a community garden”; he’d like HSDNC help; Mr. Conley 
encouraged contacting him at Anthony.Conley@hsdnc.org; Ms. Yelos and Ms. 
Pynoos supported Sirach’s work . 

BOARD ACTIONS 
VII. ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

A. Approve the June 8th, 2020 meeting minutes. 

MOTION (by [DB CONFIRM: __] M_. _, seconded by M_. _): The Hollywood 
Studio District Neighborhood Council approves the Minutes of its June 8, 2020 
General Board Meeting as written. 

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 14 eligible voters present 
with all 14 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, 
Haines, Langman, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra, Tessler 
and Wachtel); zero opposed; zero abstained. 

B. Approve the June 22nd, 2020 meeting minutes. 
Mr. Sierra indicated that this Item would not be addressed. 

Board meeting minutes are available from the HSDNC website at https://
www.hsdnc.org/agendas-and-minutes/. 

C. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for February 2020 

FUNDING MOTION (by the Chair): The Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood 
Council approves its February 2020 Monthly Expenditure Report. 
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FUNDING MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 14 eligible 
voters present with all 14 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, 
Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Langman, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, 
Rosalinda Sierra, Tessler and Wachtel); zero opposed; zero abstained. 

D. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for June 2020 

FUNDING MOTION (by the Chair): The Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood 
Council approves its June 2020 Monthly Expenditure Report. 

FUNDING MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 14 eligible 
voters present with all 14 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, 
Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Langman, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, 
Rosalinda Sierra, Tessler and Wachtel); zero opposed; zero abstained. 

Monthly Expenditure Reports are available from the Neighborhood Council Funding 
Dashboard at https://cityclerk.lacity.org/NCFundPortal/Dashboard.html. 

VIII. Approve Encumbrance for fiscal year 2020 – 2021: ABS Mayer for $4,800. 

FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Mr. Sierra): The Hollywood Studio 
District Neighborhood Council approves the encumbrance for fiscal year 2020 – 
2021: ABS Mayer for $4,800. 

DISCUSSION: Mr. Conley explained the need to re-approve the funding. 

FUNDING MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 14 eligible 
voters present with all 14 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, Cotangco, 
Cruz, Haines, Langman, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra, 
Tessler and Wachtel); zero opposed; zero abstained. 

IX. Approve up to $4,000 for a neighborhood purpose grant for All Kids Bike 
(resubmission). 

FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Sierra, seconded by Mr. Conley): The Hollywood Studio 
District Neighborhood Council approves up to $4,000 for a Neighborhood Purpose 
Grant for All Kids Bike. 

DISCUSSION: Mr. Conley reported that more than $8,000 was available and that 
the NPG application was completed.  He clarified that all funding now is from the 
current 2020-2021 Fiscal Year budget. 

FUNDING MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 14 eligible voters present with 
13 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Langman, 
Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra, Tessler and Wachtel); zero 
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opposed; one abstained (the HSDNC counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or 
“no” votes) (Haines). 

X. Appoint Frankie Holt to the HSDNC Board.  “The Board shall by a majority vote of 
Board Members present fill the position; however, a minimum of 10 votes in favor of 
the Stakeholder candidate is required for approval.” (HSDNC Bylaws Article V, 
Section 6, paragraph E). 

Mr. Burke reported that the Bylaws, Selection, & Election Committee found Ms. Holt’s 
application to be complete. 

MOTION (by Mr. Burke, seconded by Mr. Murphy): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council appoints Frankie Holt to the vacant Property Owners Seat on 
the HSDNC Board. 

DISCUSSION: Ms. Holt described her background and interests. 

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 14 eligible voters present 
with all 14 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, 
Langman, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra, Tessler and 
Wachtel); zero opposed; zero abstained. 

New Board Member Frankie Holt was Seated at this time, making 15 Board Members 
present (the HSDNC quorum is eleven).  The next Agenda Item addressed was Item 
#III. A. 

XI. Elect the HSDNC Vice Chair.  “The Vice Chairperson shall be responsible for doing 
or delegating the following” (HSDNC Bylaws Article VI, Section 2, paragraph B): 
1. Serve in the place of the Chairperson in their absence 
2. Collect relevant information for future meeting agenda items relay to Chairperson 
3. Monitor the time during the meeting 
4. Be the Committee Chair for one of the Council’s Committees of their choice 
5. Official representative of the Council to all other neighborhood councils and 
alliances 
6. Oversee all committees are meeting as required by these Bylaws 
“After the election and appointment of Board Members, the Board by simple majority 
will vote to elect from among its members the Officers consisting of Chairperson, 
Vice Chairperson, Treasurer and Secretary.” (HSDNC Bylaws Article VI, Section 3). 

Mr. Sierra explained the need and importance of the Vice-Chair.  Mr. Conley 
nominated Grace Cotangco; Mr. Sierra seconded the nomination; Ms. Cotangco 
accepted the nomination and described her “focus . . . to get more people involved.” 

MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Mr. Sierra): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council elects Grace Cotangco as the HSDNC Vice-Chair. 
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MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 15 eligible voters present with 14 in favor 
(“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Holt, Langman, 
Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra, Tessler and Wachtel); zero 
opposed; one abstained (the HSDNC counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or 
“no” votes) (Holt). 

XII. Appoint the Public Safety Committee Chair 

Mr. Sierra explained the importance of the position.  Mr. Conley nominated Mr. 
Bayley; Mr. Murphy seconded the nomination, which Mr. Bayley declined.  Mr. 
Burke reminded that “the Chair does not have to be a Board Member.”  Ms. Yelos 
will work to find a volunteer. 

XIII. Ratify Committee Members.  “Any individual, Board Member or Stakeholder, 
serving on a committee shall be a Committee Member. Committee Members shall 
be appointed by the Committee Chair and ratified by the Board. Standing 
Committees shall be comprised of a minimum of three (3) and no more than five (5) 
Board Members and may include all interested Stakeholders.” (HSDNC Bylaws 
Article VII, Section 3, paragraph B). 

Mr. Conley nominated and Mr. Tessler seconded the nominations of Mr. Murphy and 
Mr. Tessler to the Public Safety Committee, which they accepted.  Mr. Conley 
nominated Mr. Burke to the Public Safety Committee, which he declined. 

MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Mr. Tessler): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council ratifies Bill Murphy and Michael Tessler as Public Safety 
Committee Members. 

MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 15 eligible voters present with 13 in favor 
(“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Langman, Murphy, 
Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra and Wachtel); zero opposed; two 
abstained (the HSDNC counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) (Holt 
and Tessler). 

Ms. Yelos requested that the Board remove Jillian Robinson and Alex Alferov from 
the Outreach Committee, 2KP. 

MOTION (by [DB CONFIRM; TABITHA REQUESTED, BUT SHE’S NOT A BOARD 
MEMBER __] M_. _, seconded by Ms. Pynoos): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council removes Jillian Robinson and Alex Alferov from the Outreach 
Committee 

MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 15 eligible voters present with 14 in favor 
(“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Langman, Murphy, 
Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra, Tessler and Wachtel); one opposed); 
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one abstained (the HSDNC counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) 
(Holt). 

Ms. Yelos requested that the Board add Mr. Cruz and Ms. Pynoos to the Outreach 
Committee 

MOTION (by [DB CONFIRM; TABITHA REQUESTED, BUT SHE’S NOT A BOARD 
MEMBER __] M_. _, seconded by Ms. Pynoos): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council adds Milton Cruz and Kate Pynoos to the Outreach 
Committee 

MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 15 eligible voters present with 14 in favor 
(“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Langman, Murphy, 
Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra, Tessler and Wachtel); zero opposed; 
one abstained (the HSDNC counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) 
(Holt). 

XIV. Approve Outreach expenditures: 
A. Up to $5,000 for a food program for neighborhood individuals in need because of 

COVID-19. 

Ms. Yelos requested and the Board agreed to TABLE this Item.  No Motion was 
made or vote taken. 

B. Up to $4,000 to prune the trees on St Andrews between Fountain and Fernwood. 

Ms. Yelos explained that five such trees badly need trimming; they block vehicles 
and light (both sun and street).  She had two price quotes.  Ms. Pynoos believed 
more information is needed and that the Board may not be able to fund this.  Mr. 
Haines suggested that the City could be notified that the branches are blocking 
City trucks.  Ms. Pynoos, Mr. Haines and Mr. Conley offered help.  No Motion was 
made or vote taken. 

C. Up to $84 to purchase a yearly subscription to Planoly in order to schedule social 
media posts. 

CONSENT AGENDA FUNDING MOTION (by Ms. Pynoos, seconded by Mr. 
Conley): The Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council approves the 
Motions in Consent Agenda Item #s XIV. C, E, F, G and H. 

CONSENT AGENDA FUNDING MOTION PASSED unanimously; zero opposed; 
zero abstained. 

CONSENT AGENDA FUNDING MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 14 
eligible voters present with 13 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, 
Cotangco, Cruz, Langman, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda 
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Sierra, Tessler and Wachtel); zero opposed; one abstained (the HSDNC counts 
abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) (Haines).  Ms. Holt was ineligible 
to vote due to not having current Ethics Training and/or Funding Training. 

D. Up to $1,000 for a new HSDNC website + logo 

Ms. Yelos requested and the Board agreed to TABLE this Item.  No Motion was 
made or vote taken. 

E. Up to $1,000 for social media ads. 

See above Item #XIV. C. 

F. Up to $500 to buy poop bag dispensers. 

See above Item #XIV. C. 

G. Up to $600 to buy yard signs with 311 info so that we can educate the 
neighborhood on how to use 311. 

See above Item #XIV. C. 

H. Up to $200 to buy HSDNC stickers. 

See above Item #XIV. C. 

XV. Community impact statement on CF 20-0838 Permanent Slow Streets Network / 
Commuter Traffic Reduction / Pilot Program. 

Mr. Rosen explained the issue and that the Program will study making the Network 
permanent. 

MOTION (by Mr. Rosen, seconded by Ms. Sierra): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council will file a Community Impact Statement on CF 20-0838 
Permanent Slow Streets Network / Commuter Traffic Reduction / Pilot Program. 

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 15 eligible voters present 
with all 15 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Bayley, Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, 
Holt, Langman, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra, Tessler and 
Wachtel); zero opposed; zero abstained. 

XVI. Community impact statement on CF 20-0718 George Floyd / Protests / Non-
Violent Actions / Decline to Pursue Criminal or Financial Penalties. 

Mr. Rosen explained the issue. 
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MOTION (by Mr. Rosen, seconded by Mr. Tessler): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council will file a Community Impact Statement on CF 20-0718 
George Floyd / Protests / Non-Violent Actions / Decline to Pursue Criminal or 
Financial Penalties. 

DISCUSSION: Mr. Haines expressed concerns about the CIS.  Mr. Sierra reported 
that the City Council Motion is still in Committee.   

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 14 eligible voters present 
with 12 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Holt, Langman, 
Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra, Rosalinda Sierra, Tessler and Wachtel); one opposed 
(“No” or “Nay”) (Haines); two abstained (the HSDNC counts abstentions as neither 
“yes” votes or “no” votes) (Bayley and Murphy). 

CLOSING 
XVII. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mr. Bayley announced that he will have to resign from the Board and thanked 
everyone for the “pleasurable and honorable experience.” 

XVIII. NEW BUSINESS.  “Agendas for all Meetings shall include an item referring to the 
addition of agenda items for upcoming Meetings. Stakeholders shall have the 
opportunity to request items be placed on upcoming agendas at this time.” (HSDNC 
Bylaws VIII. 2. A.) 
Mr. Haines wanted the Board to address the street cleaning issue. 

XIX. ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Sierra ADJOURNED the Meeting without any opposition at 9:11 p.m. 

Minutes written by DL, possibly edited by HSDNC.  The first paragraph of some Items, 
Motions/Resolutions and other wording may have been directly copied from the Agenda.
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