
CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday, August 10, 2020 

DRAFT Minutes [to be replaced by “Approved _[Month]_ _[date]_, 202_[year]_”] 

In conformity with the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20 (March 17, 2020) and due to 
concerns over COVID-19, this duly noticed meeting was held entirely online and telephonically. 

Document copies were available at https://www.hsdnc.org/event/board-
meeting-2-2020-08-10. 

HSDNC (and all other) Meeting Minutes are a summary; Minutes were not, are not and are 
never meant to be an exact, verbatim, word-for-word transcript or comprehensive record of what 
was said at a Meeting.  Exceptions: Motions/Resolutions (as stated at the Meeting, which take 
precedence over versions written on the Agenda, if different); quotes (words that have quotation 
marks (“”) at the beginning and ending of a word or words); and other wording from the Agenda 
such as the first paragraph(s) of some Items.  Items are listed in and match the same order as 
on the Agenda. 

I.   OPENING CEREMONIES 
A. Call Meeting to Order 

Chair John Sierra called the Meeting to order at 6:36 p.m. 

B. Board Roll Call 
Roll Call was taken by the Secretary.  Eleven of the 16 Board Members were 

present online at the beginning of the Meeting: Damien Burke (Secretary), 
Anthony Conley (Treasurer), Grace Cotangco, Milton Cruz, Doug Haines, 
Frankie Holt, Bill Murphy, Kate Pynoos, Benjamin Rosen, John Sierra (Chair) 
and Michael Tessler.  Nelly Platero had resigned. 

Excused absences: Jonathan Bayley, Guy Langman, Rosalinda Sierra and 
Theodore Wachtel. 

Unexcused absences: Dasler Jimenez 

OFFICERS:
    HOLLYWOOD STUDIO 

DISTRICT 
     NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

BOARD MEMBERS:

John F. Sierra, Chair 
vacant, Vice-Chair 

Anthony Conley, Treasurer 
Damien Burke, Secretary 

5500 Hollywood Blvd., #313 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 
Email: info@hsdnc.org 

Website: www.hsdnc.org

Property Owner 
Frankie Holt 
Kate Pynoos 
vacant 

Business Tenant 
Milton Cruz 
Guy Langman 
Michael Tessler 
Theodore Wachtel 
vacant 
vacant 

At-Large 
Jonathan Bayley 
Grace Cotangco 
Doug Haines 
Bill Murphy 

Residential 
Damien Burke 
Anthony Conley 
Dasler Jimenez 
Benjamin Rosen 
John F. Sierra 
Rosalinda Sierra 
vacant
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The HSDNC quorum (the minimum number of Board Members needing to be 
present to take binding votes on Agendized Items) is 11 (see https://
lacity.quickbase.com/db/bj3apxsp3?
a=q&qid=32&qskip=0&qrppg=1000&dlta=su46~), so the Board could take such 
votes.  Seventeen of the 20 Board Seats were filled (by election or appointment).  
Four Board Seats were vacant [Property Owner; Business Tenant (2); and 
Residential; to apply, see https://www.hsdnc.org/join-the-hsdnc].  Also attending: 
at least 12 Stakeholders and Guests. 

C. Welcome Remarks 
Mr. Sierra welcomed everyone and explained procedures. 

REPORTS 

II.  REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 
Mr. Sierra announced Nelly Platero’s resignation. 

III. COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT REPORTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS.  Representatives 
from government offices and community-based organizations 
A. LA City Council District 13, Mitch O’Farrell 

Sean Starkey, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 13 Councilman Mitch O’Farrell 
(213-207-3015; Sean.Starkey@LACity.org; www.CD13.com), reported that 
businesses with between three and 26 employees may be eligible for a loan.  The 
Hollywood and Highland street installation (Council File 20-0774) is planned to be 
smaller and permanent. 

B. LAPD 
Annabelle Eubank, an LAPD Hollywood Division Senior Lead Officer (cell/text 
213-793-0711; 37352@LAPD.LACity.org; http://www.lapdonline.org/
hollywood_community_police_station), was unable to attend and there was no 
report. 

C. Other Government Departments/Agencies 
Lorenzo Briceno, Assistant Director of Policy and Government Relations, L.A. 
Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) (213-978-1551; 
Lorenzo.Briceno@LACity.org; www.EmpowerLA.org), reported that DONE has 
Parliamentary procedure information at www.empowerLA.org/evg.  DONE wants 
input on their new website.  Daniel Perez, a Budget Advocate [Daniel@chnc.org; 
http://ncbala.com], reported. 

IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS.  Reports from standing and ad hoc committees 
A. Executive 

Mr. Sierra indicated that there was no report. 

B. Outreach 
Tabitha Yelos reported that an ad hoc Census Outreach Committee will meet; 
contact Mr. Tessler.  There will be a community cleanup August 29th; yard signs 
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will be installed.  Volunteers are needed.  Stakeholder Olga Taylor, of Children’s 
Hospital of L.A.,  offered to connect Ms. Yelos with volunteers. 

C. Bylaws, Selection, & Election 
Mr. Burke indicated that there was no report. 

D. Budget & Finance (Net Available Funds: $31,856.71) 
Mr. Conley indicated that there was no report. 

E. Planning & Land Use Management (PLUM) 
Mr. Haines reported that the Committee may meet in September.  A Hollywood 
Community Plan update [https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-
area/hollywood] was released.  Ms. Yelos reminded that the Board voted [Nov. 11, 
2019] for the Plan to “be in alignment” with Unite Here and the Hollywood 
Coalition. 

F. Public Safety 
Mr. Sierra indicated that there was no report. 

G. Youth 
Mr. Cruz reported on Committee membership and voter outreach. 

H. Other standing and ad hoc committee reports 
There were no other reports at this time. 

V.  LIAISONS, ALLIANCES, AND COALITIONS REPORTS: Reports from liaisons and 
alliances and coalitions HSDNC is a member of. 

Mr. Murphy reported that bandanas are “not sufficient” to prevent COVID-19 
particles from being transmitted. 

VI. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS. 
There were no comments at this time. 

BOARD ACTIONS 

VII. ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
A. Approve the June 22nd, 2020 meeting minutes. 

MOTION (by the Chair): The Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council 
approves the Minutes of its June 22, 2020 General Board Meeting as written. 

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters present 
with all 11 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Holt, 
Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra and Tessler); zero opposed; zero abstained. 
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B. Approve the July 13th, 2020 meeting minutes. 
The following correction was requested: page three, Item #IV. E.: “have 495 units” 
should be “have 412 units.” 

MOTION (by the Chair): The Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council 
approves the Minutes of its July 13, 2020 General Board Meeting as amended. 

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters present 
with all 11 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Holt, 
Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra and Tessler); zero opposed; zero abstained. 

[This paragraph is copied from the Agenda.]  Board meeting minutes are available 
from the HSDNC website at https://www.hsdnc.org/agendas-and-minutes.  Monthly 
Expenditure Reports are available from the Neighborhood Council Funding 
Dashboard at https://cityclerk.lacity.org/NCFundPortal/Dashboard.html. 

C. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for March 2020. 
Mr. Conley explained regarding the March rent payment. 

FUNDING MOTION (by the Chair): The Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood 
Council approves its March 2020 Monthly Expenditure Report. 

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters present 
with all 11 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Holt, 
Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra and Tessler); zero opposed; zero abstained. 

D. Approve the Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) for July 2020. 

FUNDING MOTION (by the Chair): The Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood 
Council approves its July 2020 Monthly Expenditure Report. 

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters present 
with all 11 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Holt, 
Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra and Tessler); zero opposed; zero abstained. 

[This paragraph is copied from the Agenda.]  Monthly Expenditure Reports are 
available from the Neighborhood Council Funding Dashboard at https://
cityclerk.lacity.org/NCFundPortal/Dashboard.html 

VIII. Appoint the Public Safety Committee Chair 
Mr. Tessler volunteered. 

MOTION (by Mr. Tessler, seconded by Mr. Burke): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council appoints Michael Tessler as its Public Safety Committee 
Chair. 

DISCUSSION: Mr. Tessler noted the need for public safety work. 
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MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters present with 10 in favor 
(“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Holt, Murphy, Pynoos, 
Rosen, John Sierra and Wachtel); zero opposed; one abstained (the HSDNC counts 
abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) (Tessler). 

IX. Ratify Committee Members 
“Any individual, Board Member or Stakeholder, serving on a committee shall be a 
Committee Member. Committee Members shall be appointed by the Committee 
Chair and ratified by the Board. Standing Committees shall be comprised of a 
minimum of three (3) and no more than five (5) Board Members and may include all 
interested Stakeholders.” (HSDNC Bylaws Article VII, Section 3, paragraph B). 

There were no ratifications at this time.  Mr. Sierra reminded Board Members that the 
Bylaws require membership on at least one Committee. 

The next Agenda Item addressed was Item #XII. 

X.  Amend the fiscal year 2020-2021 budget to approve the rollover amount and 
include the encumbrance in the budget. 

FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Mr. Murphy): The Hollywood Studio 
District Neighborhood Council approves the fiscal year 2020-2021 budget to approve 
the rollover amount and include the encumbrance in the budget bring the total 
budget to $46,800. 

DISCUSSION: Mr. Conley explained this. 

FUNDING MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters 
present with all 11 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, 
Holt, Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra and Tessler); zero opposed; zero 
abstained. 

XI. Appoint a Data Liaison.  Once trained, Data Liaisons will be able to understand the 
organization of Open Data and the City of Los Angeles, use ArcGis online (mapping 
tool) in order to create maps, adding, joining, enriching, and filtering layers, using 
Living Atlas, Community Survey 123 and create Webapps, create data visualizations 
for NC communication channels, provide enhanced information to help NC board 
and committees to make decisions, provide data and ideas to nourish advocacy 
strategies and assist your neighborhood council in creating community survey. As 
most of the work of a Data liaison will be made using a computer, it is recommenced 
to have their own computer. Having computer science skills or a taste to learn new 
software is recommended. A liaison is not necessarily a board member, they can be 
a stakeholder. 

Mr. Burke reported that the City asked NCs to appoint someone. 

MOTION (by Mr. Burke, seconded by Ms. Pynoos): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council appoints Damien Burke as the HSDNC Data Liaison. 
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MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters present 
with all 11 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Holt, 
Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra and Tessler); zero opposed; zero abstained. 

XII. Neighborhood Purpose Grant for up to $1,000 for “The Civics Center” project.  
The purpose of the project is to encourage young people to preregister to vote when 
they turn 16. 

FUNDING MOTION (by Mr. Cruz, seconded by Mr. Rosen): The Hollywood Studio 
District Neighborhood Council will make a Neighborhood Purpose Grant for up to 
$1,000 for “The Civics Center” project.   

DISCUSSION: Julia, of the Civics Center Project [https://thecivicscenter.org], said it 
is a non-profit organization working to register young voters.  Funding would be 
used within HSDNC boundaries. 

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters present 
with all 11 in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Holt, 
Murphy, Pynoos, Rosen, John Sierra and Tessler); zero opposed; zero abstained. 

XIII. Resolution regarding the proposed demolition of an existing 26,457 sq. ft. retail 
building with 105 surface parking spaces at 5509 – 5529 Sunset Blvd. (former OSH 
site) and the construction of a 431,963 sq. ft., 8-story, 95-foot-tall apartment/retail 
structure with 412 apartment units and 35,694 sq. ft. of ground-floor retail, with 659 
parking stalls in two subterranean levels and two above grade levels on the 2.2-acre 
site in the C2-1 Zone and Subarea C of the Vermont/Western Transit Oriented 
Specific Plan (SNAP). The project would have a Floor Area Ratio (FAR) of 4.46:1. 
Case #s: CPC-2019-4639-CU-DBSPE- SPP-SPR-MCUP; ENV-2015-2448-EIR.  
Applicant: Jack Nourafshan of Metropolitan View Properties, LP. The applicant 
requests 1) a Conditional Use Permit to allow a 70% increase in the maximum 
permitted density; 2) a 35% density bonus; 3) an Off-Menu incentive to increase the 
allowed FAR from 3.0:1 to 4.46:1; 4) an Off-Menu incentive to permit the elimination 
of the required East/West pedestrian throughway; 5) an Off-Menu incentive to allow 
a 95-foot building height in lieu of the 75-foot maximum; 6) an Exception to allow 
169 commercial parking stalls in lieu of the Specific Plan maximum of 71 stalls; 7) 
approval of a Project Permit Compliance Review; 8) approval of a Site Plan Review; 
9) a Master Conditional Use Permit to allow for the sale and dispensing of a full line 
of alcoholic beverages, both on-site and off-site; and 10) certification of an 
addendum to the Environmental Impact Report previously approved as part of Case 
No. ZA-2015-2903. NOTE: In 2018 the applicant received approval of a 293-unit, 6-
story, 80-foot-tall project with a 3.3:1 FAR. 

Mr. Haines reported that the project, across from a Target. originally was to have 
229 units.  The Committee discussed this in December; renderings were available 
but the Committee did not vote on it.  There was a July 9th Hearing.  The SNAP 
height limit is 75 feet; the developer is asking to build to 80 feet.  Mr. Haines wanted 
more project information to be available before the Board votes.  Joel Miller, land 
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use Consultant; Dan Withee, Architect; and Oscar Uranga, Project Manager, were 
present.  Mr. Miller said the project currently is a WSS shoe store with 105 parking 
spaces in two Community Plan areas ¼ mile south of the Hollywood Metro Blue Line 
station.  The City approved the project in May 2018 with entitlements that changed 
when City approved TOCs (Transit-Oriented Communities).  The project would have 
61 Very Low Income (VLI) units, 25% of the base number of units.  The developer is 
requesting to only have 72 trees, less than the City Code; and to have 169 
commercial parking spaces instead of the allowed only 67 such spaces.  Mr. Withee 
explained slides of project documents.  The main access would be on Sunset. 

MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Mr. Murphy): The Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council opposes the SunWest project. 

DISCUSSION: Mr. Miller explained that the number of VLI’s “are 25% of the base 
number of units,” which, by the City’s formula, is 243 units.  Ms. Yelos “this is a 
developer group that doesn’t know the neighborhood” and that they “were 
completely unwilling to budge” regarding providing affordable housing or local hiring; 
she believed the project would “further the gentrification of the area” and restrict 
pedestrian sidewalk movement.  Height would be “way higher than anything else in 
the area.”  Mr. Miller said the owner “has owned this property for many, many years 
and owns other retail sites . . . in Los Angeles.”  Resident Caleb Crowder opposed 
the project.  Mr. Burke believed the project would provide “much-needed housing for 
our neighborhood.”  Mr. Haines said “the Hollywood neighborhood has the highest 
vacancy rate in Los Angeles . . . this project is totally at odds with the Specific 
Plan . . . it’s . . . vastly out-of-scale . . . “  He believed that the project’s high-end 
grocery would cause the neighborhood to “lose cheap and affordable groceries . . .”  
He said the original project design is “totally supportable.”  Mr. Miller said “we are 
following the L.A. Municipal Code . . . this is a mixed-income project.”  Mr. Haines 
cautioned that “we don’t know who the operator is going to be” who will use the 
liquor license.   

AMENDMENT to the MOTION (by Mr. Conley, seconded by Ms. Pynoos): The 
Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council amends the Motion to say “support 
the SunWest project conditioned on the owner agreeing to pursue 30% of the total 
units as ELI units and plant the required 103 trees.” 

DISCUSSION: Ms. Yelos reminded and Mr. Haines agreed that the HSDNC’s 
conditions are not enforceable.  Mr. Crowder believed the housing problem is not 
because of a “lack of housing; it’s a lack of affordable housing.” 

AMENDMENT to the MOTION FAILED by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters 
present with three in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Conley and Pynoos); eight 
opposed (“No” or “Nay”) (Cotangco, Cruz, Haines, Holt, Murphy, Rosen, John Sierra 
and Tessler); zero abstained. 

AMENDMENT to the MOTION (by Mr. Tessler, seconded by Ms. Pynoos): The 
Hollywood Studio District Neighborhood Council amends the Motion to say “opposes 
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the SunWest project unless the owner agrees to pursue 30% of the total units as 
Extremely Low Income units and plant the required 103 trees. 

DISCUSSION: Mr. Haines believed that “there are a number of entitlements here 
that are totally unnecessary”; he and others worked “for years” on the previous 
version of the project. 

AMENDMENT to the MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters 
present with seven in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Murphy, 
Pynoos and Tessler); three opposed (“No” or “Nay”) (Haines, Holt and Rosen); one 
abstained (the HSDNC counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) 
(John Sierra). 

AMENDED MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 11 eligible voters present 
with seven in favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Burke, Conley, Cotangco, Cruz, Murphy, Pynoos 
and Tessler); three opposed (“No” or “Nay”) (Haines, Holt and Rosen); one 
abstained (the HSDNC counts abstentions as neither “yes” votes or “no” votes) 
(John Sierra). 

The next Agenda Item addressed was Item #X. 

CLOSING 

XIV. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mr. Tessler encouraged contacting him to volunteer for the Census; Mr. Rosen 
volunteered.  Mr. Rosen reported that yard signs were installed during the 
community cleanup.  Ms. Cotangco encouraged Outreach Committee volunteering. 

XV. NEW BUSINESS 
[This paragraph is copied from the Agenda.]  “Agendas for all Meetings shall include 
an item referring to the addition of agenda items for upcoming Meetings. 
Stakeholders shall have the opportunity to request items be placed on upcoming 
agendas at this time.” (HSDNC Bylaws VIII. 2. A.). 

There was no new business at this time. 

XVI. ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Sierra declared and the Board agreed to ADJOURN the Meeting at 9:02 p.m. 

Minutes written by DL, possibly edited by HSDNC.  The first paragraph of some Items, 
Motions/Resolutions and other wording may have been directly copied from the Agenda.
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